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PREFACE.

NTO attentive reader of the New Testament can fail to be
struck with the prominence given by the evangelists and
the apostles to the Parousia, or ¢ coming of the Lord.” That
event is the great theme of New Testament prophecy. There
is scarcely a single book, from the Gospel of St. Matthew
to the Apocalypse of St. John, in which it is not set forth
as the glorious promise of God and the blessed hope of the
church. It was frequently and solemnly predicted by our
Lord; it was incessantly kept before the eyes of the early
Christians by the apostles; and it was firmly believed and
eagerly expected by the churches of the primitive age.

It cannot be denied that there is a remarkable difference
between the attitude of the first Christians in relation to the
Parousia and that of Christians now. That glorious hope,
to which all eyes and hearts in the apostolic age were eagerly
turned, has almost disappeared from the view of modern
believers. 'Whatever may be the theoretical opinions ex-

pressed in symbols and creeds, it must in candour be admitted
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that the ‘second coming of Christ’ has all but ceased to be
a living and practical belief.

Various causes may be assigned in explanation of this
state of things. The rash vaticinations of those who have too
confidently undertaken to be interpreters of prophecy, and
the discredit consequent on the failure of their predictions,
have no doubt deterred reverent and soberminded men from
entering upon the investigation of ‘unfufilled prophecy.’
On the other hand, there is reason to think that rationalistic
criticism has engendered doubts whether the predi(;tions of
the New Testament were ever intended to have a literal or
historical fulfilment.

Between rationalism on the one hand, and irrationalism
on the other, there has come to be a widely. prevailing
state of uncertainty and confusion of thought in regard to
New Testament prophecy, which to some extent explains,
though it may not justify, the consigning of the whole subject
to the region of hopelessly obscure and insoluble problems.

This, however, is only a partial explanation. It deserves
consideration whether there may not be a fundamental differ-
ence between the relation of the church of the apostolic age
to the predicted Parousia and the relation to that event
sustained by subsequent ages. The first Christians undoubt-
edly believed themselves to be standing on the verge of a
great catastrophe, and we know what intensity and enthusiasm
the expectation of the almost immediate coming of the Lord
inspired ; but if it cannot be shown that Christians now are

similarly placed, there would be a want of truth and reality
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in affecting the eager anticipation and hope of the primitive
church. The same event cannot be imminent at two different
periods separated by nearly two thousand years. There
must, therefore, be some grave miséonception on the part of
those who maintain that the Christian church of to-day
occupies precisely the same relation, and should maintain
the same attitude, towards the coming of the Lord’ as the
church in the days of St. Paul.

The present volume is an attempt, in a candid and reverent
spirit, to clear up this misconception, and to ascertain the
true meaning of the Word of God on a subject which holds
8o conspicuous a place in the teaching of our Lord and His
apostles. It is the fruit of many years of patient investiga-
tion, and the Author has spared no pains to test to the utmost
the validity of his conclusions. It has been his single aim to
ascertain what saith the Scripture, and his one desire to be
governed by a loyal submission to its authority. The ideal
-.of Biblical interpretation which he has kept before him is
that so well expressed by a German theolegian—¢ Explicatio
plana non tortuosa, facilis non violenta, eademque et exegeticae
et Christians conscientim pariter arridens.’ *

Although the nature of the inquiry necessitates a somewhat
frequent reference to the original of the New Testament, and
to the laws of grammatical construction and interpretation,
it has been the object of the Author to render this work as
popular as possible, and such as any man of ordinary educa-

tion and intelligence may read with ease and interest. The

* Dorner’s tractate, De Oratione Christi Eschatologica, p. 1.
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Bible is a book for every man, and the Author bas not written
for scholars and critics only, but for the many who are deeply
interested in Biblical interpretation, and who think, with
Locke, ‘an impartial search into the true meaning of the
sacred Scripture the best employment of all the time they
have.’t It will be a sufficient recompense of his labour if
he succeeds in elucidating in any degree those teachings of
divine revelation which have been obscured by traditional
prejudices, or misinterpreted by an erroneous exegesis.

* Locke, Notes on Ephesians i. 10.
1878.
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INTRODUCTORY.

The Xast Words of Gy Testament Prophecy.



THE LAST WORDS OF OLD TESTAMENT
PROPHECY.

THE BOOK OF MALAOHI.

HE canon of the Old Testament Secriptures closes in a

very different manner from what might have been
expected after the splendid future revealed to- the covenant
nation in the visions of Isaiah. None of the prophets is
the bearer of a heéavier burden than the last. Malachi is
the prophet of doom. It would seem that the nation, by
its incorrigible obstinacy and disobedience, had forfeited the
divine favour, and proved itself not only unworthy, but
incapable, of the promised glories. The departure of the
prophetic spirit was full of evil omen, and seemed to intimate
that the Lord was about to forsake the land. Accordingly,
the light of Old Testament prophecy goes out amidst clouds
and thick darkness. The Book of Malachi is one long and
terrible impeachment of the nation. The Lord Himself is
the accuser, and sustains every charge against the guilty
people by the clearest proof. The long indictment includes
sacrilege, hypocrisy, contempt of God, conjugal infidelity,
perjury, apostasy, blasphemy ; while, gn the other hand, the
people have the effrontery to repudiate the accusation, and to
plead ‘not guilty’ to every charge. They appear to have
reached that stage of moral insensibility when men call
evil good, and good evil, and are fast ripening for judgment.

Qe
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Accordingly, coming judgment is ‘the burden of the word of
the Lord to Israel by Malachi.’

Chap. iii. 5: ‘I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a
swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and
against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his
wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger
from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.’

Chap. iv. 1: ‘For, behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven
[furnace]: and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.’

That this is no vague and unmeaning threat is evident
from the distinct and definite terms in which it is announced.
Everything points to an approaching crisis in the history of
the nation, when God would inflict judgment upon His
rebellious people. ‘The day’ was coming —°¢the day that
shall burn as a furnace;’ ‘the great and terrible day of the
Lord.’ That this ‘day’ refers to a certain period, and a
specific event, does not admit of question. It had already
been foretold in precisely the same words by the Prophet
Joel (ii. 81): ‘The great and terrible day of the Lord;’
and we shall meet with a distinet reference to it in the
address of the Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts ii. 20). But the period is further more precisely
defined by the remarkable statement of Malachi in chap.
iv. 5: ‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet be-
fore the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.’
The explicit declaration of our Lord that the predicted Elijah
was no other than His own forerunner, John the Baptist
(Matt. xi. 14), enables us to determine the time and the
event referred to as ‘ the great and terrible day of the Lord.’
It must be sought at no great distance from the period of
John the Baptist. That is to say, the allusion'is to the
judgment of the Jewish nation, when their city and temple
were destroyed, and the entire fabric of the Mosaic polity
was dissolved. )
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It deserves to be noticed, that both Isaiah and Malachi
predict the appearance of John the Baptist as the forerunner
of our Lord, but in very different terms. Isaiah represents
him as the herald of the coming Saviour: ¢ The voice of him
that erieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God’
(Isa. x1. 8). Malachi represents John as the precursor of
the coming Judge: ‘ Behold, I will send my messenger, and
he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord, whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the mes-
senger of the covenant whom ye delight in: behold, he
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts’ (Mal. 'n? 1).

That this is & coming to judgment, is manifest from the
words which immediately follow, describing the alarm and
dismay caused by His appearing: ‘ But who may abide the
day of his coming ? and who shall stand when he appeareth 2’
(Mal. iii. 2.)

It cannot be said that this language is appropriate to the
first coming of Christ; but it is highly appropriate to His
second coming. There is a distinct allusion to this passage
in Rev. vi. 17, where ‘ the kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,’ ete., are
represented as ‘ hiding from the face of him that sitteth on
the throme, and from the wrath of the Lamb, and saying,
The great day of his wrath is come ; and who shall be able to
stand?’ Nothing can be more clear than that the ‘day of
his coming’ in Mal. iii. 1 is the same as “the great and
dreadful day of the Lord’ in chap. iv. 5, and that both
answer to ‘the great day of his wrath’in Rev. vi. 17. We
conclude, therefore, that the prophet Malachi speaks, not of
the first advent of our Lord, but of the second.

This is further proved by the significant fact, that, in
chap. iii. 1, the Lord is represented as ¢suddenly coming to
his temple.” To understand this as referring to the present-
ation of the infant Saviour in the temple by His parents, or
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to His preaching in the courts of the temple, or to His ex-
pulsion of the buyers and sellers from the sacred edifice,
is surely a most inadequate explanation. Those were not
occasions of terror and dismay, such as is implied in the
second verse—*‘ But who may abide the day of his coming?’
The expression is, however, vividly suggestive of His final
and judicial visitation of His Father’s house, when it was to
be ‘left desolate,” according to His prediction. The temple
was the centre of the nation’s life, the visible symbol of the
covenant between God and His people; it was the spot where
‘ judgment must begin,” and which was to be overtaken by sud-
den destruction.” Taking, then, all these particularsinto account
—the ¢ sudden coming of the Lord to his temple,’ the dismay
attending ‘ the day of his coming,” His coming as ‘ a refiner's
fire,, His coming ‘near to them to judgment,’ ‘the day
coming that shall burn as a furnace,’ ¢ burning up the wicked
root and branch,’ and the appearing of John the Baptist,
the second Elijah, previous to the arrival of ‘ the great and
dreadful day of the Lord,’—it is impossible to resist the
conclusion that the prophet here foretells that great national
catastrophe in which the temple, the city, and the nation,
perished together ; and that this is designated,  the day of his
coming.’

However strange, therefore, it may seem, it is undoubtedly
the fact that the first coming of our Lord is not alluded to by
Malachi. This is distinctly acknowledged by Hengstenberg,
who observes : ¢ Malachi passes by the first coming of Christ
in humiliation altogether, and leaves the interval between his
forerunner and the judgment of Jerusalem a perfect blank.’ *
This is to be accounted for by the fact, that the main object
of the prophecy is to prediet national destruction and not
national deliverance.

At the same time, while judgment and wrath are the pre-

* See Hengst. Nature of Prophecy. Christology, vol. iv. p. 418.




THE BOOK OF MALACHI. 7

dominant elements of the prophecy, features of a different
character are not wholly absent. The day of wrath is also a
day of redemption. There is & faithful remnant, even among
the apostate nation: there are gold and silver to be refined
and jewels to be gathered, as well as dross to be rejected, and
stubble to be burned. There are sons to be spared, as well
as enemies to be destroyed; and the day which brought
dismay and darkness to the wicked, would see ‘the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings’ on the faith-
ful. Even Malachi intimates that the door of mercy is not
yet shut. If the nation would return unto God, He would
return unto them. If they would make restitution of that
which they had sacrilegiously withheld from the service of the
temple, He would repay them with blessings more than they
could receive. They might even yet be a ¢ delightsome land,’
the envy of all nations. At the eleventh hour, if the mission
of the second Elijah should succeed in winning the hearts of
the people, the impending catastrophe might after all be
averted (chap. iii. 8, 16-18; iv. 2, 8, 5, 6).

Nevertheless, there is a foregone conclusion that expostula-
tion and threatening will be unavailing. The last words
sound like the knell of doom (Mal. iv. 6): ‘Lest I come and
smite the land with a curse !/’

The full import of this ominous declaration i not at once
apparent. To the Hebrew mind it suggested the most terrible
fate that could befall a city or a people. The ¢ curse ’ was the
anathema, or cherem, which denoted that the person or thing
on which the malediction was laid was given over to utter
destruction. We have an example of the cherem, or ban, in the
curse pronounced upon Jericho (Josh. vi. 17); and a more
particular statement of the ruin which it involved, in the Book
of Deuteronomy (chap. xiii. 12-18). The city was to be
smitten with the edge of the sword, every living thing in it
to be put to death, the spoil was not to be touched, all was
accursed and unclean, it was to be wholly consumed with fire,
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and the place given up to perpetual desolation. Hengstenberg
remarks : ¢ All the dreadful things that can possibly be thought
of are included in this one word ;' * and he quotes the comment
of Vitringa on this passage: ‘ There can be no doubt that God
intended to say, that He would give up to certain destruction,
both the obstinate transgressors of the law and also their city,
and that they should suffer the extreme penalty of His
justice, as heads devoted to God, without any hope of favour or
forgiveness.’

Such is the fearful malediction suspended over the land of
Israel by the prophetic Spirit, in the moment of taking its
departure, and becoming silent for ages. It is important to
observe, that all this has a distinct and specific reference to the
land of Israel. The message of the prophet is to Israel ; the
sins which are reprobated are the sins of Israel; the coming
of the Lord is to His templein Israel; the land threatened
with the curse is the land of Israel.t All this manifestly
points to a specific local and national catastrophe, of which
the land of Israel was to be the scene and its guilty inhabit-
ants the victims. History records the fulfilment of the
prophecy, in exact correspondence of time, place, and circum-
stance, in the ruin which overwhelmed the Jewish nation at
the period of the destruction of Jerusalem.

THE INTERVAL BETWEEN MALACHI AND JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The four centuries which intervene between the conclusion
of the Old Testament and the ¢ommencement of the New are
a blank in Scripture history. We know, however, from the
Books of the Maccabees and the writings of Josephus, that it
was an eventful period in the Jewish annals. Judéa was by

* Hengst. Christology, vol. iv. p. 227,

1 The meaning of this passage (Mal. iv. 6) is obscured by the unfortunate
translation earth instead of land. The Hebrew YW, like the Greek yij, is very
frequently employed in & restricted sense. The allusion in the text plainly is
to the land of Israel. —See Hengst. Christology, vol. iv. p. 224,
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turns the vassal of the great monarchies by which it was
surrounded—Persia, Greece, Egypt, Syria, and Rome,—with an
interval of independence under the Maccabean princes. But
though the nation during this period passed through great
suffering, and produced some illustrious examples of patriot-
ism and of piety, we look in vain for any divine oracle, or
any inspired messenger, to declare the word of the Lord.
Israel might truly say: ¢ We see not our signs, there is no
more any prophet: neither is there among us any that
knoweth how long’ (Psa. Ixxiv. 9). Yet those four centuries
were not without a powerful influence on the character of
the nation. During this period, synagogues were established
throughout the land, and the knowledge of the Scriptures was
widely extended. The great religious schools of the Pharisees
and Sadducees arose, both professing to be expounders and
defenders of the law of Moses. Vast numbers of Jews settled
in the great cities of Egypt, Asia Minor, Grecce, and Italy,
carrying with them everywhere the worship of the synagogue
and the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. Above
all, the nation cherished in its inmost heart the hope of a
coming deliverer, a scion of the royal house of David, who
should be the theocratic king, the liberator of Israel from Gen-
tile domination, whose reign was to be so happy and glorious
that it might deserve to be called ‘the kingdom of heaven.’
But, for the most part, the popular conception of the coming
king was earthly and carnal. There had not in four hundred
years been any improvement in the moral condition of the
people, and, between the formalism of the Pharisees and the
scepticism of the Sadducees, true religion had sunk to its
lowest ebb. There was still, however, a faithful remnant who
had truer conceptions of the kingdom of heaven, and ¢ who
looked for redemption in Israel.” As the time drew near, there
were indications of the return of the prophetio spirit, and pre-
monitions that the promised deliverer was at hand. Simeon
received assurance that before his death he should see ¢ the
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Lord’s anointed ;’ a like intimation appears to have been
made to the aged prophetess Anna. Such revelations, it is
reasonable to suppose, must have awakened eager expectation
in the hearts of many, and prepared them for the cry which
goon after was heard in the wilderness of Judea: ‘ Repent ;
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand !’ A prophet had again
risen up in Israel, and ‘ the Lord had visited His people.’



PART 1.

@The Paronsia in the Gospels.






THE PAROUSIA IN THE GOSPELS.
THE PAROUSIA PREDICTED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST.

HERE is nothing more distinetly affirmed in the New
Testament than the identity of John the Baptist with

the wilderness-herald of Isaiah and the Elijah of Malachi.
How well the description of John agrees with that of Elijah is
evilent at a glance. Each was austere and ascetic in his
manner of life ; each was a zealous reformer of religion ; each
was & stern reprover of sin. The times in which they lived
were singularly alike. The nation at both periods was de-
generate and corrupt. Elijah had his Ahab, Jobn his Herod.
It is no objection to this identification of John as the predicted
Elijah, that the Baptist himself disclaimed the name when the
priests and Levites from Jerusalem demanded : ¢ Art thou
Elias ?* (John i. 21.) The Jews expected the reappearance
of the literal Elijah, and John's reply was addressed to that
mistaken opinion. But his true claim to the designation is
expressly affirmed in the announcement made by the angel to
his father Zacharias: ¢ He shall go before him in the spirit
and power of Elias’ (Luke i. 17); as well as by the declara-
tions of our Lord : ‘If ye will receive it, this is Elias which
was for to come’ (Matt. xi. 14); ‘I say unto you that Elias
is come already, and they knew him not. . . . Then the dis-
ciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist’
(Matt. xvii. 10-18). John was the second Elias, and exhaust-
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ively fulfilled the predictions of Isaiah and Malachi concern-
ing him. To dream of an  Elijah of the future,’ therefore, is
virtually to discredit the express statement of the word of
God, and rests upon no Scripture warrant whatever.

We have already adverted to the twofold aspect of the
mission of John presented by the prophets Isaiah and Malachi.
The same diversity is seen inthe New Testament descriptions
of the second Elias. The benignant aspect of his mission which
is presented by Isaiah, is also recognised in the words of the
angel by whom his birth was foretold, as already quoted ; and
in the inspired utterance of his father Zacharias: ¢ Thou,
child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, for thou shalt
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, to give
knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their
sins ’ (Luke i. 76, 77). We find the same gracious aspect in
the opening verses of the Gospel of St. John: ¢ The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men
through him might believe’ (John i. 7).

But the other aspect of his mission is no less distinctly
recognised in the Gospels. He is represented, not only as the
herald of the coming Saviour, but of the coming Judge.
Indeed, his own recorded utterances speak far more of wrath
than of salvation, and are conceived more in the spirit of the
Elijah of Malachi, than of the wilderness-herald of Isaiah.
He warns the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the multitudes
that crowded to his baptism, to ¢ flee from the coming wrath.’
He tells them that ¢ the axe is laid unto the root of the trees.’
He announces the coming of One mightier than himself,
‘whose fan is in his hand, and who will throughly purge
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner, but who will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire’ (Matt. iii. 12).

It is impossible not to be struck with the correspondence
between the language of the Baptist and that of Malachi. As
Hengstenberg observes : ¢ The prophecy of Malachi is through-
out the text upon which John comments.’* In both, the
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coming of the Lord is described as a day of wrath ; both speak
of His coming with fire to purify and try, with fire to burn and
consume. Both speak of a time of diserimination and separa-
tion between the righteous and the wicked, the gold and
the dross, the wheat and the chaff; and both speak of the
utter destruction of the chaff, or stubble, with unquenchable
fire. These are not fortuitous resemblances: the two predie-
tions are the counterpart one of the other, and can only refer
to the self-same event, the same ‘ day of the Lord,’ the same
coming judgment.

But what more especially deserves remark is the evident
nearness of the crisis which John predicts. ‘The wrath to
come’ is & very inadequate rendering of the language of
the prophet.t It should be ‘the coming wrath ;’ that is, not
merely future, but impending. ‘The wrath to come’ may
be indefinitely distant, but ¢ the coming wrath’ is imminent.
As Alford justly remarks: ‘Jobn is now speaking in the
true character of a prophet foretelling the wrath soon to be
poured on the Jewish nation.” 1 “So with the other representa-
tions in the address of the Baptist; all is indicative of the
swift approach of destruction. ¢ Already the axe was lying at
the root of the trees.” The ¢ winnowing shovel’ was actually
in the hands of the Husbandman; the sifting process was
about to begin. These warnings of John the Baptist are not
the vague and indefinite exhortations to repentance, addressed
to men in all ages, which they are sometimes assumed to be;
they are urgent, burning words, having a specific and present
bearing upon the then existing generation, the living men to
whom he brought the message of God. The Jewish nation
was now upon its last trial ; the second Elijah had come as
the precursor of ‘the great and dreadful day of the Lord:’
if they rejected his warnings, the doom predicted by Malachi
would surely and speedily follow; ‘I will come and smite the

* Christol. vol. iv. p. 282, t riic peXhobemg dpyiig.
3 Greek Test. in loc.
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land with the curse.” Nothing can be more obvious than that
the catastrophe to which John alludes i8 particular, national,
local, and imminent, and history tells us that within the period
of the generation that listened to his warning cry, ‘ the wrath
came upon them to the uttermost.’

THE TEACHING OF OUR LORD CONCERNING THE PAROUSIA,
IN THE S8YNOPTIOAL GOSPELS.

The close of John the Baptist’s ministry, in consequence of
his imprisonment by Herod Antipas, marks a new departure
in the ministry of our Lord. Previous to that time, indeed,
He had taught the people, wrought miracles, gained ad-
herents, and obtained a wide popularity ; but after that event,
which may be regarded as indicating the failure of John's
mission, our Lord retired into Galilee, and there entered upon
. a new phase of His public ministry. We are told that ¢ from
that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent ; for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand’ (Matt. iv. 17). These are the
precise terms in which the preaching of John the Baptist is
described (Matt. iii. 2). Both our Lord and His forerunner
called ‘the nation to repentance,’ and announced the ap-
proach of the ‘kingdom of heaven.' It follows that John
could not mean by the phrase, ¢ the kingdom of heaven is at
hand,” merely that the Messiah was about to appear, for
when Christ did appear, He made the same announcement—
‘The kingdom of heaven is at kand." In like manner, when
the twelve disciples were sent forth on their first evangelistic
mission, they were commanded to preach, not that the king-
dom of heaven was come, but that it was at hand (Matt. x. 7).
Moreover, that the kingdom did not come in our Lord’s time,
nor at the day of Pentecost, is evident from the fact that in
His prophetic discourse on the Mount of Olives our Lord gave
His disciples certain tokens by which they might know that
the kingdom of God was nigh at hand (Luke xxi. 81).
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We find, therefore, the following conclusions plainly de-
ducible from our Lord’s teaching : ,

1. That a great crisis, or consummation, called  the king-
dom of heaven, or of God,’ was proclaimed by Him to be
nigh. 2. That this consummation, though near, was not to
take place in His own lifetime, nor yet for some years after
His death. 3. That His disciples, or at least some of them,
might expect to witness its arrival.

But the whole subject of ¢ the kingdom of heaven * must be
reserved for fuller discussion at a future period.

PREDICTION OF COMING WRATH UPON ‘THAT GENERATION.’

There is another point of resemblance between the preach-
ing of our Lord and that of John the Baptist. Both gave the
clearest intimations of the near approach of a time of judg-
ment which should overtake the existing generation, on account
of their rejection of the warnings and invitations of divine
mercy. As the Baptist spoke of ‘the coming wrath,’ so our
Lord with equal distinctness forewarned the people of  coming
judgment.” He upbraided ‘the cities wherein most of his
mighty works were done, because they repented not,’ and
predicted that a heavier woe would overtake them than had
fallen upon Tyre and Sidon, Sodom and Gomorrha (Matt.
xi. 20-24). That all this points to a catastrophe which was
not remote, but near, and which would actually overtake the
existing generation, appears evident from the express state-
ments of Jesus.

Matt. xii. 83845 (compare Luke xi. 16, 24-86) : ‘Then certain of the
scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see
a sign from thes. But he answered and said unto them, An evil and
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign: and there shall no sign be
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three
days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of
Nineveh shall rise in the judgment with this generation, and shall con-
demn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold,
a greater than Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall rise up in the

8
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judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it, for she came from
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; aund,
behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 1When the unclean spirit is gone
out of a man, he walketh through dry places seeking rest, and findeth
none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came
out; and when he is come he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked
than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that

wman is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked
generation.’

This passage is of great importance in ascertaining the true
meaning of the phrase ¢ this generation ’ [ yeved dvry]. Itcan
only refer, in this place, to the people of Israel then living—
the existing generation. No commentator has ever proposed
to call yevea here the Jewish race in all ages. Our Lord was
accustomed to speak of His contemporaries as this generation :

‘Whereunto shall I liken this generation ?’—that is, the men of
that day who would listen neither to His forerunner nor to
Himself ’ (Matt. xi. 16 ; Luke vii. 81). Even commentators
like Stier, who contend for the rendering of vyevea by rdce or
lineage in other passages, admit that the reference in these
words is ‘to the generation living in that then extant and
most important age.”* So in the passage before us there can
be no controversy respecting the application of the words
exclusively to the then existing generation, the contemporaries
of Christ. Of the aggravated and enormous wickedness of that
period our Lord here testifies. The generation has just before
been addressed by Him in the very words of the Baptist—
“0 brood of vipers’ (ver. 84). Its guilt is declared to sur-
pass that of the heathen; it is likened to a demoniac, from
whom the unclean spirit had departed for a while, but re-
turned in greater force than before, accompanied by seven
other spirits more wicked than himself, so that ¢ the last
state of that man is worse than that first.” We have in the
testimony of Josephus a striking confirmation of our Lord’s
description of the moral condition of that generation. ¢ Ag it

* Reden Jesu, in loc.
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were impossible to relate their enormities in detail, I shall
briefly state that no other city ever endured similar calamities,
and no generation ever existed more prolific in crime. They
confessed themselves to be, what they were—slaves, and the
very dregs of society, the spurious and polluted spawn of the
nation.”* ‘And here I cannot refrain from expressing what. my
feelings suggest. I am of opinion, that had the Romans
deferred the punishment of these wretches, either the earth
would have opened and swallowed up the city, or it would
have been swept away by a deluge, or have shared the thun-
derbolts of the land of Sodom. For it produced a race far
more ungodly than those who were thus visited. For through
the desperate madness of these men the whole nation was
involved in their ruin.’+ ¢That period had somehow become
so prolific in iniquity of every description amongst the Jews,
that no work of evil was left unperpetrated; . . . so universal
was the contagion, both in public and private, and such the
emulation to surpass each other in acts of impiety towards
God, and of injustice towards their neighbours.’ {

Such was the fearful condition to which the nation was
hastening when our Lord uttered these prophetic words. The
climax had not yet been reached, but it was full in view.
The unclean spirit had not yet returned to his house, but he
was on the way. As Stier remarks, ‘ In the period between
the ascension of Christ and the destruction of Jerusalem,
especially towards the end of it, this nation shows itself, one
might say, as if possessed by seven thousand devils.’§ Is not
this an adequate and complete fulfilment of our Saviour's
prediction ? Have we the slightest warrant or need for say-
ing that it means something else, or something more, than
this? What pretence is there for supposing a further and
future fulfilment of His words? Is it not a virtual discredit-
ing of the prophecy to seek any other than the plain and

* Jewish War, bk. v. ¢. x. § 5. Traill's translation. + Ibid. c. xiii. § 6.
% Ibid. bk. vii. ¢. viii. § 1. § Reden Jesu ; Matt. xii, 43-45.
g
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obvious sense which points so distinetly to an approaching
catastrophe about to befall that very generation ? Surely we
show most reverence to the Word of God when we accept
implicitly its obvious teaching, and refuse the unwarranted
and merely human speculations which critics and theologians
have drawn from their own fancy. We conclude, then, that,
in the notorious profligacy of that age, and the signal calami-
ties which before its close overwhelmed the Jewish people, we
have the historical attestation of the exhaustive fulfilment of
this prophecy.

FURTHER ALLUSIONS TO THE COMING WRATH.

Liuke xiii. 1-9 : ¢ There were present at that seuson some that told him of
the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And
Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were
sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those
eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye
that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem ? I tell
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.’

How vividly our Lord apprehended the approaching
calamities of the nation, and how clear and distinct His
warnings were, may be inferred from this passage. The
massacre of some Galileans who had gone up to Jerusalem
to the feast of the Passover, either by the command, or with
the connivance of the Roman governor; and the sudden
destruction of eighteen persons by the fall of a tower near the
pool of Siloam, were incidents which formed the topics of
conversation among the people at the time. Our Lord
declares that the.victims of these calamities were not ex-
ceptionally wicked, but that a like fate would overtake the very
persons now talking about them, unless they repented. The
point of His observation, which is often overlooked, lies in the
similarity of the threatened destruction. It is not :ye also
shall all perish,” but, ‘ye shall all perish in the same
manner’ [doabres]. That our Lord had in view the final
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ruin, which was about to overwhelm Jerusalem and the nation,
can hardly be doubted. The analogy between the cases is
real and striking. It was at the feast of the Passover that the
population of Judea had crowded into Jerusalem, and were
there cooped in by the legions of Titus. Josephus tells us
how, in the final agony of the siege, the blood of the officiating
priests was shed at the altar of sacrifice. The Roman soldiers
were the executioners of the divine judgment ; and as temple
and tower fell to the ground, they buried in their ruins many
a hapless victim of impenitence and unbelief. It is satis-
factory to find both Alford and Stier recognising the historical
allusion in this passage. The former remarks: ‘doairws (the
force of which is lost in the English version “ likewise’’) should
be rendered * in like manner,” as indeed the Jewish people did
perish by the sword of the Romans.’ *

IMPENDING FATE OF THE JEWISH NATION.

The Parable of the Barren Fig-tree. .

Luke xiii. 6~9: ¢ He spake also this parable: A certain man had a fig-
tree planted in his vineyard : and he came and sought fruit thereon, and
found none. Then said he to the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these
three years I come seeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find none: cut it
down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto
him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it,and dung it:
and if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it
down.’

The same prophetic significance is manifest in this parable,
which is almost the counterpart of that in Isa. v., both in
form and meaning. The true interpretation is so obvious as
to render explanation scarcely necessary. Its bearing on the
people of Israel is most distinet and direct, more especially
when viewed in connection with the preceding warnings. Israel
is the fruitless tree, long cultivated, but yielding no return to
the owner. It was now onits last trial: the axe, as John the
Baptist had declared, was laid to the root of the tree; buf

* Greek Test. in loc.
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the fatal blow was delayed at the intercession of mercy. The
Saviour was even then at His gracious work of nurture and
culture ; a little longer, and the decree would go forth—* Cut it
down ; why cumbereth it the ground ?’

No doubt there are general principles in this, as in other
parables, applicable to all nations and all ages; but we must
not lose sight of its original and primary reference to the
Jewish people. Stier and Alford seem to lose themselves in
searching for recondite and mystical meanings in the minor
details of the imagery ; but Neander gives a luaminous explana-
tion of its true import : ¢ As the fruitless tree, failing to realise
the aim of its being, was destroyed, so the theocratic nation,
for the same reason, was to be overtaken, after long forbear-
ance, by the judgments of God, and shut out from His
kingdom.’ *

THE END OF THE AGE, OR CLOSE OF THE JEWISH DISPENSATION.
Parables of the Tares, and of the Drag-net.

Matt. xiii, 86—47: ¢‘Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into
the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the
parable of the tares of the field. He answered and said unto them, He
that soweth the good seed is the Son of man ; the field is the world ; the
good seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children
of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the world [age]; and the reapers are the angels. As there-
fore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the
end of this world [age]. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a [the] furnace of fire: there
ghall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear. . . . Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was
full, they drew to the shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into
vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world
[age] : the angels shall ccme forth, and sever the wicked from among the
just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire : there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.’

* Life of Christ, § 245.
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We find in the passages here quoted an example of one of
those erroneous renderings which have done much to confuse
and mislead the ordinary readers of our English version. It
is probable, that ninety-nine in every hundred understand by
the phrase, ‘the end of the world,’ the close of human history,
and the destruction of the material earth. They would not
imagine that the ‘world’ in ver. 88 and the ‘world’ in
ver. 89, 40, are totally different words, with totally different
meanings. Yet such is the fact. Koouos in ver. 88 is
rightly translated world, and refers to the world of men, but
aiwv in ver. 89, 40, refers to a period of time, and should be
rendered age or epoch. Langoe translates it @on. It is of
the greatest importance to understand correctly the true
meaning of this word, and of the phrase * the end of the «on, or
age” Alwv is, a8 we have said, a period of time, or an age.
It is exactly equivalent to the Latin word evum, which is
merely aiwv in a Latin dress; and the phrase, cuvréreia Tod
aidvos, translated in our English version, ‘the end of the
world,’ should be, ¢ the close of the age.” Tittman observes:
‘Jurréhewa Tob aidvos, as it occurs in the New Testament, does
not denote the end, but rather the consummation, of the alov,
which is to be followed by a new age. So in Matt. xiii. 89,
40, 49 ; xxiv. 8; which last passage, it is to be feared, may
be misunderstood in applying it to the destruction of the
world”* It was the belief of the Jews that the Messiah
would introduce a mew @on: and this new won, or age, they
called ‘the kingdom of heaven.” The existing ®on, therefore,
was the Jewish dispensation, which was now drawing to its
close ; and how it would terminate our Lord impressively shows
in these parables. It is indeed surprising that expositors
should have failed to recognise in these solemn predictions
the reproduction and reiteration of the words of Malachi and
of John the Baptist. Here we find the same final separation
between the righteous and the wicked ; the same purging

* 8ynonyms of the New Test. vol. i. p. 70 ; Bib. Cab. No. iii.-
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of the floor ; the same gathering of the wheat into the garner;
‘ the same burning of the chaff [tares, stubble] in the fire.
Can there be a doubt that it is to the same act of judgment,
the same period of time, the same historical event, that
Malachi, John, and our Lord refer ?
But we have seen that John the Baptist predicted a judg-
ment which was then impending—a catastrophe so near that
. already the axe was lying at the root of the trees,—in ac-
cordance with the propheey of Malachi, that ¢ the great and
dreadful day of the Lord’ was to follow on the coming of the
second Elijah. We are therefore brought to the conclusion,
that this discrimination between the righteous and the
wicked, this gathering of the wheat into the garner, and
burning of the tares in the furnace of fire, refer to the same
catastrophe, viz., the wrath which came upon that very
generation, when Jerusalem became literally ‘a furnace of
fire,’ and the on of Judaism came to a close in ‘ the great
and dreadful day of the Lord.’

This conclusion is supported by the fact, that there is a
close connection between this great judicial epoch and the
coming of ‘the kingdom of heaven.’ Our Lord represents
the separation of the righteous and the wicked as the cha-
racteristic of the great consummation which is called the
kingdom of God.” But the kingdom was declared to be at
hand. It follows, therefore, that the parables before us relate,
not to a remote event still in the future, but to one which in
our Saviour’s time was near.

An additional argument in favour of this view is derived
from the consideration that our Lord, in His explanation of
the parable of the tares, speaks of Himself as the sower of
the good seed : * He that soweth the good seed is the Son of
man.” It is to His own personal ministry and its results that
He refers, and we must therefore regard the parable as
having a special bearing upon His contemporaries. It is in
perfect harmony with His solemn warning in Luke xiii. 26,
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where He describes the condemnation of those who were
privileged to enjoy His personal presence and ministrations,
the pretenders to discipleship, who were tares and not wheat.
‘Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy
presence, and thou hast taunght in our streets. But he shall
say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from
me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God ;
‘and you yourselves thrust out.” However applicable to men
in general under the gospel such language may be, it is plain
that it had a direct and specific bearing upon the contempo-
raries of our Lord—the generakion that witnessed His
miracles and heard His parables; and that it has a relation
to them such as it can have to none else.

We find at the conclusion of the parable of the tares an
impressive nota bene, drawing special attention to the in-
struction therein contained: ¢Who hath ears to hear, let
- him hear.” We may take occasion from this to make a
remark on the vast importance of a true conception of the
period at which our Lord and His apostles taught. This is
indispensable to the correct understanding of the New Testa-
ment doctrine respecting the ‘ kingdom of God,’ the ¢ end of
the age,” and the ‘ coming =on,’ or ‘world to come’ [alwv o
#éwr). That period was near the close of the Jewish dis-
pensation. The Mosaic economy, as it is called—the system
of laws and institutions given to the nation by God Himself,
and which had existed for more than forty generations,—was
about to be superseded and to pass away. Already the last
generation that was to possess the land was upon the scene,—
the last and also the worst,—the child and heir of its pre-
decessors. The long period, during which Jehovah had
exhausted all the methods which divine wisdom and love
could devise for the culture and reformation of Israel, was
about. to.come to an end. It was to close disastrously. The
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wrath, long pent up and restrained, was to burst forth and
overwhelm that generation. Its ‘last day’ wasto be a dies tre—
‘ the great and terrible day of the Lord.’ Thisis the cuvrérea
Tov aldvos, ‘the end of the age,’ so often referred to by our
Lord, and constantly predicted by His apostles. Already
they stood within the penumbra of that tremendous ecrisis,
which was every day advancing nearer and nearer, and which
was at last to come suddenly, ¢ 43 a thief in the night.” This
is the true explanation of those constant exhortations to
vigilance, patience, and hope, which abound in the apostolic
epistles. They lived expecting a consummation which was to
arrive in their own time, and which they might witness with
their own eyes. This fact lies on the very face of the New
Testament writings; it is the key to the interpretation of
much that would otherwise be obscure and unintelligible,
and we shall see in.the progress of this investigation how
consistently this view is supported by the whole tenor of tke
New Testament Scriptures.

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN (THE PABOUSIA) IN THE
LIFETIME OF THE APOSTLES.

Matt. x. 28: ‘But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into
another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities
of Israel, till the Son of man be come.’

In this passage we find the earliest distinct mention of that
great event which we shall find so frequently alluded to
henceforth by our Lord and His apostles, viz., His coming
again, or the Parousia. It may indeed be a question, as we
shall presently see, whether this passage properly belongs to
this portion of the gospel history.* But waiving for the

* There is a real difficulty in this passage which ought not to be overlooked.
It seems unaccountable that our Lord, on an occasion like this, when He was
sending forth the twelve on ashort mission, apparently within a limited distriet,
and from which they wers to return to Him in a short time, shounld speak of
of His coming a8 overtaking them before the completion of their task. It seems

scarcely appropriate to the particular period, and to belong more Properly to a
subsequent charge, viz., that recorded in the discourse spoken on the Mount of
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moment this question, let us inquire what the coming here
spoken of is. Can it mean, as Lange suggests, that Jesus
was to follow so quickly on the heels of His messengers in
their evangelistic circuit as to overtake them before it was
completed ? Or does it refer, as Stier and Alford think, to
two different comings, separated from each other by thousands
of years : the one comparatively near, the other indefinitely
remote ? Or shall we, with Michaelis and Meyer, accept
the plain and obvious meaning which the words themselves
suggest? The interpretation of Lange is surely inadmissible.
Who can doubt that ‘the coming of the Son of man’ is here,
what it is everywhere else, the formula by which the Parousia,
the second coming of Christ, is expressed ? This phrase has
a definite and constant signification, as much as His cruci-

Olives (Matt. xxiv.; Mark xiii.; Luke xxi ). Indeed, a comparison of these
passages will go far to satisfy any candid mind that the whole paragraph (Matt.
x. 16-23) is transposed from its original connection, and inserted in our Lord’s
first charge to His disciples., We find the very words relating to the perse-
cution of the apostles, their being delivered up to the councils, their being
scourged in the synagogues, brought before governors and kings, ete., which
are recorded in the tenth chapter of St. Matthew, assigned by St. Mark and
8t. Luke to a subsequent period, viz., the discourse on the Mount of Olives.
There is no evidence that the disciples met with such treatment on their first
evangelistic tour. There is therefore as strong evidence as the nature of the
case will admit, that ver. 23 and its context belong to the discourse on the
Moaunt of Olives. This would remove the difficulty which the passage presents
in the connection in which we here find it, and give a coherence and consist-
ency to the language, which, as it stands, it is not easy to discover. It is an
admitted fact that even the Synoptical Gospels dv not relate all events in pre-
cisely the same order ; there must therefore be greater chronological accuracy
in one than in another. Stier says: ‘ Matthew is careless of chronology in
details* (Reden Jesu, vol. iii. p. Y8). Neander, speaking on this very charge,
8ays: ¢ Matthew evidently connects many things with the instructions given to
the apostles in view of their first journey, which chronologically belong later; *
(Life of Christ, § 174, note b); and again, speaking of the charge given to the
seventy, as recorded by St. Luke: he says, ‘ The entire and characteristio
coherency of everything spoken by Christ, according to Luke, with the circum-
stances (so superior o the collocation of Matthew),’ ete, (Life of Christ, § 204,
pote 1), Dr. Blaikie observes: ‘It is generally understood that Matthew
arranged his narrative more by subjects and places than by chronology’ (Bible
History, p. 872).

There scems, therefore, abundant warrant for assigning the important pre-

diction contained in Matt. x, 23 to the discourse delivered on the Mount of
Olives,,
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fixion, or His resurrection, and admits of no other interpre-
tation in this place. But may it not have a double reference :
first, to the impending judgment of Jerusalem ; and, secondly,
to the final destruction of the world,—the former being regarded

- as symbolical of the latter ? Alford contends for the double

meaning, and is severe upon those who hesitate to accept it.
He tells us what he thinks Christ meant; but on the other
hand we have to consider what He said. * Are the advocates
of a double sense sure that He meant more than He said ?
Look at His words. Can anything be more specific and
definite as to persoms, place, time, and circumstance, than
this prediction of our Lord ? It is to the twelve that he
spezks ; it is the cities of Israel which they are to evangelise;
the subject is His own speedy coming ;- and the time so near,
that before their work is complete His coming will take place.
But if we are to be told that this is not the meaning, nor the
half of it, and that it includes another coming, to other
evangelists, in other ages, and in other lands —a coming
which, after eighteen centuries, is still future, and perhaps
remote,—then the question arises: What may not Scripture
mean ? The grammatical sense of words no longer suffices
for interpretation ; Scripture is & conundrum to be guessed—
an oracle that utters ambiguous responses; and no man can
be sure, without a special revelation, that he understands
what he reads. We are disposed, therefore, to agree with
Meyer, that this twofold reference is ‘ nothing but a forced
and unnatural evasion,” and the words simply mean what
they say—that before the apostles completed their life-work
of evangelising the land of Israel, the coming of the Lord
should take place.

This is the view of the passage which is taken by Dr. E.
Robinson.* ‘ By this language qur Lord probably intended to
intimate, that the apostles would not finish evangelising the
towns of Palestine, before He. should come to destroy Jeru-

* See note in Harmony of the Four Gospels.
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salem and scatter the nation.” So also Dr. A. B. Bruce.*
‘The coming alluded to is the destruction of Jerusalem and
the dispersion of the Jewish nation; and the meaning is,
that the apostles would barely have time, before the cata-
strophe came, to go over the land warning the people to save
themselves from the doom of an untoward generation; so
that they could not well afford to tarry in any locality after
its inhabitants had heard and rejected the message.’
THE PAROUSIA TO TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE LIFETIME OF
SOME OF THE DISCIPLES.

Marr. xvi. 27, 28.

‘For the Son of man
shall come in the glory of
his Fatherwith hisangels;
and then he shall reward
every man according'to
his works.

* Verily I say unto you,
there be some standing
here, which shall not
taste of death, till they
see the Son of man
coming in his kingdom.’

Mark viii. 88; ix, 1.

¢ Whosoever therefore
shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful
generation; of him also
shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh
inutlre glory of his Father
with the holy angels.

¢And he said anto them,
Verily I say unto you,
That there be some of
Them that stand here,
whick shall not "taste of
death, till they have seen
the kingdom of God come

with power.’

This remarkable declaration is of the

Luke ix. 26, 27.

¢ For whosoever shall be
ashamed of me and of my
words, of him shall the
Son of man be ashamed,
when he shall come in
his own glory, >and in his
Father’s, and of the holy
angels.

‘But I tell you of a
truth, there be some
standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till
they see‘the kingdom of
God.’

greatest importance

in this discussion, and may be regarded as the key to the
right interpretation of the New Testament doctrine of the
Parousia. Though it cannot be said that there are any
special difficulties in the language, it has greatly perplexed
the commentators, who are much divided in their explana-
tions. It is surely unnecessary to ask what is the coming
of the Son of man here predicted. To suppose that it refers
merely to the glorious manifestation of Jesus on the mount
® The Training of the Twelve, p. 117,
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of transfiguration, though an hypothesis which has great
names to support it, is so palpably inadequate as an in-
terpretation that it scarcely requires refutation. The same
remark will apply to the comments of Dr. Lange, who
supposes it to have been partially fulfilled by the resurrection
of Christ. His exegesis is 8o curious an illustration of the’
shifts to which the advocates of a double-sense theory of in-
terpretation are compelled to resort to, as to deserve quotation.
‘In our opinion,” he says, ‘it is necessary to distinguish
between the advent of Christ in the glory of His kingdom
within the circle of His disciples, and that same advent as
applying to the world generally and for judgment. The
latter is what is generally understood by the second advent :
the former took place when the Saviour rose from the dead
and revealed Himself in the midst of His disciples. Hence
the meaning of the words of Jesus is: the moment is close
at hand when your hearts shall be set at rest by the mani-
festation of My glory ; nor will it be the lot of all who stand
here to die during the interval. The Lord might have said
that only two of that circle would die till then, viz., Himself
and Judas. But in His wisdom He chose the expression,
““ Some standing here shall not taste of death,” to give them
exactly that measure of hope and earnest expectation which
they needed.’ *

It is enough to say that such an interpretation of our
Saviour’s words could never have entered into the minds of
those who heard them. It is so far-fetched, intricate, and
artificial, that it is discredited by its very ingenuity. But
neither does the interpretation satisfy the requirements of
thelanguage. How could the resurrection of Christ be called—
His coming in the glory of His Father, with the holy angels,
in His kingdom, and to judgment? Or how can we suppose
that Christ, speaking of an event which was to take place in
about twelve months, would say, ¢ Verily I say unto you, There

* Lange, Comm. on St. Matt. in loc.
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be some standing here which shall not taste of death till they
see’ it? The very formof the expression shows that the event
spoken of could not lie within the space of a few months, or
even a few years: it is a mode of speech which suggests that
not all present will live to see the event spoken of; that not
many will do so; but that some will. It is exactly such a
way of speaking as would suit an interval of thirty or forty
years, when the majority of the persons then present would
have passed away, but some would survive and witness the
event referred to.

Alford and Stier more reasonably understand the passage
as referring ‘to the destruction of Jerusalem and the full
manifestation of the kingdom of Christ by the annihilation
of the Jewish polity,”* though both embarrass and confuse
their interpretation by the hypothesis of an ozcult and ulterior
allusion to another ¢ final coming,’ of which the destruction of
Jerusalem was the ¢ type and earnest.’ Of this, however, no
hint nor intimation is given either by Christ Himself, or by
the evangelists. It cannot, indeed, be denied that occasionally
our Lord uttered ambiguous language. He said to the Jews:
‘ Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’
(John ii. 19); but the evangelist is careful to add: ¢ But he
spake of the temple of his body.” So when Jesus spoke of
‘ rivers of living water flowing from the heart of the believer,’
8t. John adds an explanatory note: ¢ This spake he of the
spirit,” ete. (John vii. 86). Again, when the Lord alluded to
the manner of His own death, ‘I, if I be lifted up from the
earth,’ etc., the evangelist adds: ¢ This he said, signifying
what death he should die’ (John xii. 88). It is reasonable to
suppose, therefore that had the evangelists known of a deeper
and hidden meaning in the predictions of Christ, they would
have given some intimation to that effect; but they say
nothing to lead us to infer that their apparent meaning is not
their full and true meaning. There is, in fact, no ambiguity

* Alford, Greek Test. in loc.
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whatever as to the coming referred to in the passage now
under consideration. It is not one of several possible
comings; but the one, sole, supreme event, so frequently pre-
dicted by our Lord, so constantly expected by His disciples. It
is His coming in glory ; His coming to judgment ; His coming
in His kingdom ; the coming of the kingdom of God. It isnot
a process, but an act. It is not the same thing as ¢ the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem,’—that is another event related and contem-
poraneous.; but the two are not to be confounded. The New
Testament knows of only one Parousia, one coming in glory
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is altogether an atuse of lan-
guage to speak of several senses in which Christ may be said
to come,—as at His own resurrection ; at the day of Pentecost;
at the destruction of Jerusalem; at the death of a believer;
and at various providential epochs. This is not the usage of
the New Testament, nor is it accurate language in any point
of view. This passage alone contains so much important
truth respecting the Parousia, that it may be said to cover
the whole ground; and, rightly used, will be found to be
a key to the true interpretation of the New Testament doctrine
on this subject.

We conclude then:

1. That the eoming here -spoken of is the Parousia, the
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. That the manner of His eoming was to be glorious—*in
his own glory;’ ‘in the glory of his Father ;' ¢ with the holy
angels.’

8. That the object of His coming was to judge that
‘wicked and adulterous generation’ (Mark viii. 88), and to
reward every man according to his works.’

4. That His coming would be the consummation of ‘the
kingdom of God;’ the close of the mon; ‘the coming of the
kingdom of God with power.’

5. That this coming was expressly declared by our Saviour
to be near. Lange justly remarks that the words, ué\des
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vap, are ‘emphatically-placed at the beginning of the sentence ;
not a simple future, but meaning, The event is impending
that He shall come ; He is about to come.’ *

6. That some of those who heard our Lord utter this
prediction were to live to witness the event of which He
spoke, viz., His coming in glory.

The inference therefore is, that the Parousia, or glorious
coming of Christ, was declared by Himself to fall within the
limits of the then existing generation,—a conclusion which
we shall find in the sequel to be abundantly justified.

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN CERTAIN AND SPEEDY.
Parable of the Importunate Widow.

Luke xviii. 1-8: ‘ And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray and not to faint; saying, There was in a city
a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: and there was a
widow in that city ; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine
adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within
himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man ; yet because this widow
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary
me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall
not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though
he bear long with them ? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth’ [in the land]?

The intensely practical and present-day character, if we
may so call it, of our Lord’s discourses, is a feature of His
teaching which, though often overlooked, requires to be
steadily kept in view. He spoke to His own people, and to
His own times. He was God’s messenger to Israel; and,
while it is most true that His words are for all men and for
all time, yet their primary and direct bearing was upon His
own generation. For want of attention to this fact, many
expositors have wholly missed the point of the parable before
us. It becomes in their hands a vague and indefinite pre-
dickion of a vindication of the righteous, in some period

* Bee Lange in loc.
4
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more or less remote, but having no special relation to the
people and time of our Lord Himself. Assuredly, whatever
the parable may be to us or to future ages, it had a close
and special bearing upon the disciples to whom it was
originally spoken. The Lord was about to leave His disciples
‘as sheep in the midst of wolves;’ they were to be persecuted
and afflicted, hated of all men for their Master's sake; and
it might well be that their courage would fail them, and their
hearts would faint. In this parable the Saviour encourages
them ‘to pray always, and not to faint,’ by the example of
what persevering prayer can do even with man. If the
importunity of a poor widow could constrain an unprincipled
judge to do her right, how much more would God, the
righteous Judge, be moved by the prayers of His own
children to redress their wrongs. Without allegorising
all the details of the parable, after the manner of some
expositors, it is enough to mark its great moral. It is this.
The persecuted children of God would be surely and specdily
avenged. God will vindicate them, and that specedily. But
when ? The point of time is not left indefinite. It is ¢ when
the Son of man cometh.” The Parousia was to be the hour
of redress and deliverance to the suffering people of God.
Tlhe reflection of our Lord in the close of the eighth verse
deserves particular attention. ¢ Nevertheless when the Son
of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?’ We must
here revert to the facts already stated with respect to the
ministry of John the Baptist. We have seen how dark and
ominous was the outlook of the prophet who preached re-
pentance to Israel. He was the precursor of ¢the great and
terrible day of the Lord ;' he was the second Elijah sent to
proclaim the coming of Him who would ‘ smite the land with
a curse.’” The reflection of our Lord suggests that He fore-
saw that the repentance which cculd alone avert the doom of
the nation was not to be looked for. There would be no faith
in God, in His prom ses, or in His threatenings. The day of
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His coming, therefore, would be the ‘day of vengeance’
(Luke xx1. 22).

Doddridge has well apprehended the scope of this parable,
and paraphrases the opening verse as follows: ¢ Thus our
Lord discoursed with His disciples of the approaching de-
struction of Jerusalem by the Romans; and for their
encouragement under those hardships which they might
in the meantime expect, from their unbelieving countrymen
or others, He spake a parable to them, which was intended
to inculcate upon them this great truth, that how distressed
soever their circumstances might be, they ought always to
pray with faith and perseverance, and not to faint under
their trials.’ *

The following is his paraphrase of ver. 8: ‘Yes, I say
unto you, He will certainly vindicate them; and when He
once undertakes it, He will do it speedily too; and this
generation of men shall see and feel it to their terror.
Nevertheless, when the Son of man, having been put in
possession of His glorious kingdom, comes to appear for this
important purpose, will He find faith in the land 2’ t

* Family Expos. on Luke xviii. 1-8.

{Doddridge has the following note on ¢ Will he find faith in the land ?’
‘It is evident the word yij often signifies not the earth in general, but some
particular land or country; as in Acts vii. 3, 4, 11, and in numberless other
places. And the context here limits it to the less extensive signification. The
believing Hebrews were evidently in great danger of being wearied out with
their persecutions and distresses. Comp. Heb. iii. 12-14; x. 23-39; xii. 1-4;
James i. 1-4 ; ii. 6.’

The interpretation given by the judicions Campbell adds confirmation, if it
were needed, to this view of the passage. ‘There is a close connection in all
that our Lord says on any topic of conversation, which rarely escapes an
sttentive reader. If in this, as is very probable, He refers to the destruction
impending over the Jewish nation, as the judgment of Heaven for their rebel-
lion against God, in rejecting and murdering the Messiah, and in persecating
His adherents, rijv =wiorw must be understood to mean ‘ this belief,” or the
belief of the particular truth He had been inculeating, namely, that God will
in due time avenge His elect, and signally punish their oppressors; and rijc
yiic must mean ¢ the land,”— to wit, of Judea. The words may be translated
either way—earth or land ; but the latter evidently gives them a more definite

meaning, and unites them more closely with those which preceded * (Campbell
on the Gospels, vol. ii. p. 384). The teaching of this instructive parable is by
4 -
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THE REWARD OF THE DISCIPLES IN THE COMING XEON,

MarT. 2ix. 27-30.

¢ Then answered Peter
and said unto him, Be-
hold, we have forsaken
all, and followed thee;
what shall we have there-
fore? And Jesus said
unto them, Verily I say
unto you, That ye which
have followed me, in the
regeneration when the
Son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory,
ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.
And every one that hath
forsaken houses, or bre-
thren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for
my name’s sake, shall
receive an hundredfold,
and shall inherit ever-
lasting life.’

Magk x. 18-31.

¢ Then Peter began to
say unto him, Lo, we have
left all, and have followed
thee.

¢And Jesus answered
and said, Verily I say
unto you, There is no
man that hath left house,
or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for
my sake, and the gospel’s,
but he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this
time, houses, and bre-
thren, and sisters, and
mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecu-
tions; and in the world
to come eternal life,’

i.., AT THE PAROUSIA.

Louxkr xvii. 28-30.

¢Then Peter said, Lo,
we have left all, and fol-
lowed thee.

¢And hesaid nnto them,
Verily I say unto you,
There is no man that
hath left house, or par-
ents, or brethren, or wife,
or children, for the king-
dom of God’s sike, who
shall not receive manifold
more in this present
time, and in the world
to come life everlasting.’

To what period are we to assign the event or state here

called by our Lord the ‘regeneration’ [ra\vyyevecia]? Itis
evidently contemporaneous with ‘ the Son of man sitting on the
throne of his glory;’ nor can there be any question that the
two phrases, ‘ The Son of man coming in his kingdom,’ and,
‘The Son of man sitting on the throne of his glory,’ both
refer to the same thing, and to the same time. That is to
say, it is to the Parousia that both these expressions point.
We have another note of time, and another point of co-
incidence between the ‘regeneration’ and the Parousia, in the
reference made by our Lord fo the ¢ coming age or son’as
no means exhausted; and we shall find it throw an unexpected light on s
very obscure passage, at a future stage of this investigation. Meantime we
may refer to 3 Thess. i. 4-10, as furnishing a striking commentary on the

whole parable, aund showing the connection between the Parousia and the
avenging of the elect.
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the period when His faithful disciples were to receive their
recompense (Mark x. 80; Luke xviii. 80). But the ‘ coming
age’ [aiwv o pé\Awv, or épyouéves] was, as we have already
seen, to succeed the existing age or mon [aldv ofros, 6 vuv
aiwv), that is to say, the period of the Jewish dispensation,
the end of which our Lord declared to be at hand. We con-
clude, therefore, that the ‘regeneration,” the ‘coming age,’
and the ‘ Parousia,’ are virtually synonymous, or, at all events,
contemporaneous. The coming of the Son of man in His
kingdom, or in His glory, is distinctly affirmed to be a
coming to judgment—*to reward every man according to
his works * (Matt. xvi. 27); and His sitting on the throne
of His glory, in the regeneration, is as evidently a sitting in
judgment. In this judgment the apostles were to have the
honour of being assessors with the Lord, according to His
declaration (Luke xxii. 29, 80)—*I appoint unto you a king-
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” But this glorious
coming to judgment is expressly affirmed by our Lord to fall
within the limits of the generation then living: ¢ There be
some standing here which shall not taste of death, till they
see the Son of man coming in his kingdom’ (Matt. xvi. 28).
It was therefore no long-deferred and distant hope which
Jesus held out to His disciples. It was not a prospect that
is still seen afar off in the dim perspective of an indefinite
futurity. St. Peter and his fellow-disciples were fully aware
that ‘the kingdom of heaven’ was at hand. They had
learned .it from their first teacher in the wilderness; they
had been reassured of it by their Lord and Master ; they had
gone through Galilee proclaiming the truth to their country-
men. When the Lord, therefore, promised, that in the
coming won His apostles should sit upon thrones, is it con-
ceivable that He could mean that ages upon ages, centuries
upon centuries, and even millennium upon millennium must
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slowly roll away before they should reap their promised
honours? Are the inheritance of- ¢ everlasting life’ and the
‘sitting upon twelve thrones’ still among ‘the things hoped
for but not seen ’ by the disciples? Surely such a hypothesis
refutes itself. The promise would have sounded like mockery
to the disciples had they been told that the performance
would be so long delayed. On the other hand, if we conceive
of the ‘regeneration’ as contemporaneous with the Parousis,
and the Parousia with the close of the Jewish age and the
destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem, we have
a definite point of time, not far distant, but almost within
the sight of living men, when the predicted judgment of
the enemies of Christ, and the glorious recompense of His
friends, would come to pass.

PROPHETIC INTIMATIONS OF THE APPROACHING CONSUMMATION
OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

1.—The Parable of the Pounds.

Luke xix. 11-27 : ‘And as they heard these things, he added and spake
a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought
that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. He said therefore,
A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a
kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered
them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. But his
citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not
have this man to reign over us. And it came to pass, that when he was
returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he
might know how much every man had gained by trading. Then came
the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds. And he said
unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful
in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. And the second
came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said
likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. Aud another came, say-
ing, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in &
napkin: for I feared thee, because thou art an austere man : thou takest
up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. And
he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked
servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid
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not down, and reaping that I did not sow: wherefore then gavest not
thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required
mine own with usury ? And he said unto them that stood by, Take from
him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. (And they said
unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) For I say unto you, That unto every
one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that
he hath shall be taken away from him. But those mine enemies, which
would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them
before me.’

It cannot fail to strike every attentive reader of the Gospel
history, how much the teaching of our Lord, as He ap-
preached the close of His ministry, dwelt upon the theme of
coming judgment. When He spoke this parable, He was on
His way to Jerusalem to keep His last Passover before He
suffered ; and it is remarkable how His discourses from this
time seem almost wholly engrossed, not by His own approach-
ing death, but the impending catastrophe of the nation. Not
only this parable of the pounds, but His lamentation over
Jerusalem (Luke xix. 41); His cursing of the fig-tree
(Matt. xxi. ; Mark xi.); the parable of the wicked husbandmen
(Matt. xxi. ; Mark xii. ; Luke xx.); the parable of the marriage
of the king’s son (Matt. xxii.); the woes pronounced upon
‘that generation '’ (Matt. xxiii. 29-36) ; the second lamentation
over Jerusalem (Matt. xxiii. 87 , 88); and the prophetic
discourse on the Mount of Olives, with the parables and
parabolic illustrations appended thereto by St. Matthew,—
all are occupied with this absorbing theme.

The consideration of these prophetic intimations will show
that the catastrophe anticipated by our Liord was not a
remote event, hundreds and thousands of years distant, but
one whose shadow already fell upon that age and that nation ;
and that the Scriptures give us no warrant whatever to suppose
that anything else, or anything more than this, is included in
our Saviour’s words.

The parable of the pounds was spoken by our Lord to
correct a mistaken expectation on the part of His disciples,
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that ¢ the kingdom of God’ was about to commence at once.
It is not surprising that they should have fallen into this
mistake. John the Baptist had announced, ¢ The kingdom of
God is at hand.” Jesus Himself had proclaimed the same
fact, and commissioned them to publish it throughout the
cities and villages of Galilee. As patriotic Israelites they
writhed under the yoke of Rome, and yearned for the ancient

liberties of the nation. As pious sons of Abraham they

desired to see all nations blessed in him. And there were
other less noble sentiments that had a place in their minds.
Was not their own Master the Son of David—the coming
King? What might not they expect who were His followers
and friends ? This made them contest with each other the
placé of honour in the kingdom. This made the sons of
Zebedee eager to secure His promise of the most honourable
seats, on His right hand and on His left, when he assumed
the sovereignty. And now they were approaching Jerusalem.
The great national festival of the Passover was at hand; all
Israel was flocking to the Holy City, and there was not a man
there but would be eager to see Jesus of Nazareth. What
more probable than that the popular enthusiasm would place
their Master on the throne of His father David? As they
wished, so they believed ; and ¢ they thought that the kingdom
of God would immediately appear.’

But the Lord checked their enthusiastic hopes, and
intimated, in a parable, that a certain interval must elapse
before the fulfilment of their expectations. Taking a well-
known incident from recent Jewish history as the ground-
work of the parable—viz., the journey of Archelaus to Rome,
in order to seek from the emperor the succession to the
dominions of his father, Herod the Great,—he employed it as
an apt illustration of His own departure from earth, and His
subsequent return in glory. Meanwhile, during the period of
His absence, He gave His servants a charge to keep—¢ Ocoupy
till I come.” It was for them to be diligent and faithful, until
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their Lord’s return, when the loyal servants should be
applauded and rewarded, and His enemies utterly destroyed.

Nothing can be better than Neander’s explanation of this
parable, though, indeed, it may be said to explain itself.
Nevertheless, it may be well to subjoin his observations. In
this parable, in view of the circumstances under which it was
uttered, and of the approaching catastrophe, special intima-
tions are given of Christ’s departure from the earth, of His
ascension, and refurn to judge the rebellious theocratio
nation, and consummate His dominion. It describes a great
man, who travels to the distant court of the mighty emperor,
to receive from him authority over his countrymen, and to
return with royal power. So Christ was not immediately
recognised in His kingly office, but first had to depart from
the earth and leave His agents to advance His kingdom, to
ascend into heaven and be appointed theocratic King, and
return again fo exercise His contested power.’*

Such is the teaching of the parable of the pounds. But
though the kingdom of God was not to appear at the precise
time which the disciples anticipated, it does not follow that it
was postponed sine die, and that the expected consummation
would not take place for hundreds and thousands of years.
This would be to falsify the most express declarations of
Christ and of His forerunner. How could they have said that
the kingdom was at hand, if it was not to appear for ages?
How could an event be said to be near, if it was actually
further off than the whole period of the Jewish economy from
Moses to Christ ? The kingdom might still be at hand,
though not so near as the disciples supposed. It was expedient
that their Lord should ¢ go away,” but only for ‘a little while,’
when He would come again to them, and come ‘in His
kingdom.” This was the hope in which they lived, the faith
which they preached; and we cannot think that their faith
and hope were a delusion.

* Life of Christ, § 239.
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1n.—Lamentation of Jesus over Jerusalem.

Luke xix. 41-44: ¢ And when he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thire enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in
‘on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children
within thee ; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.’

Here we are upon ground which is not debateable. This
prophecy is clear and perspicuous as history. No advocate of
the double-sense theory of interpretation has proposed to find
here anything but Jerusalem and its approaching desolation.
It is not the conflagration of the earth, nor the dissolution
of creation : it is the siege and demolition of the Holy City,
‘and the slaughter of her citizens, as historically fulfilled in
less than forty years—only this, and nothing more. But
why so? Why should not a double sense be possible here, as
well as in the prediction delivered upon the Mount of Olives ?
The reply will doubtless be, Because here all is homogeneous
and consecutive ; the Saviour is looking on Jerusalem, and
speaking of Jerusalem, and predicting an event which was
speedily to come to pass. But this is equally the case with
the prophecy in Matt. xxiv., where the expositors find, some-
times Jerusalem, and sometimes the world ; sometimes the
termination of the Jewish polity, and sometimes the conclusion
of human history; sometimes the year a.p. 70, and some-

es a period as yet unknown. We shall yet see that the
phecy on the Mount of Olives is no less consecutive, no
- homogeneous, no less one and indivisible, than this clear
. plain prediction of the approaching destruction of Jeru-
m. If the double-sense theory were good for anything,
rould be found equally applicable to the prediction before
Here, however, its own advocates discard it ; for common
se refuses to see in this affecting lamentation anything
y than Jerusalem, and Jerusalem alone.
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mt.—Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen.

Marr. xxi. 3346,

¢There was a certain
householder, which plant-
ed a vineyard, and hedged
it round about, and digged
a winepress in it, and
built a tower, and let it
out to husbandmen, and
went into a far country:
and when the time of the
fruit drew near, he sent
his servants to the hus-
bandmen, that they might
receive the fruits of it.
And the husbandmen
took his servants, and
beat onme, and killed an-
other, and stoned another.
Again, he sent other ser-
vants more than the first:
and they did unto them
likewise.

¢ But last of all he sent
unto them hisson, saying,
They will reverence my
son. But when the hus-
bandmen saw the son,
they said among them-
selves, This is the heir;
come, let us kill him, and
let us seize on his in-
heritance. And they
caught him, and cast
him out of the vineyard,
and slew him. When the
lord therefore of the
vineyard cometh, what
will he do unto those
husbandmen? They say
unto him, He will miser-

Marx xii, 1-12.

¢ A certain man planted
a vineyard, and set an
hedge about it, and digged
a place for the winefat,
and built a tower, and let
it out to husbandmen,
and went into a far coun-
try.

¢ And at the season he
sent to the husbandmen
a servant, that he might
receive from the husband-
men of the fruits of the
vineyard. And they
caught him, and beat
him, and sent him away
empty.

¢ And again he sent unto
them another servant;
and at him they cast
stones, and wounded him
in the head, and sent him
awayshamefully handled.
And again he sent ano-
ther, and him they killed,
and many others; beat-
ing some, and killing
some,

¢ Having yet therefore
ope 8on, his well-beloved,
he sent him also last unto
them, saying, They will
reverence my son. But
those husbandmen said
among themselves, This
is the heir; come, let us
kill him, and the inherit-
ance shall be ours,

¢‘And they took him, and
killed him, and cast him
out of the vineyard.
‘What shall therefore the
lord of the vineyard do?

‘He will come and

Luke xx. 9-19.

¢ A certain man planted
avineyard, and let it forth
to husbandmen, and weut
into a far country for a
long time.

¢ And at the season he
sent a servant to the
husbandmen, that they
should give him of the
fruit of the vineyard:
but the husbandmen beat
him, and sent him away
empty.

¢ And again he sent an-
other servant: and they
beat him also, and en-
treated him shamefully,
and sent him away empty.

*And again he sent a
third: and they wounded
him also, and cast him
out.

¢ Then said the lord of
the vineyard, What shall
I do? I will send my
beloved son: it may be
they will reverence him
when they see him.

‘But when the hus-
bandmen saw him, they
reasoned among them-
selves, sayiong, This is the
heir; come, let us kill
him, that the inheritance
may be ours.

¢ Sothey cast himout of
the vineyard, and killed
him. What therefore
shall the lord of the vine-
yard do unto them?
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ably destroy those wicked
men, and will let out his
vineyard unto other hus-
bandmen, which shall
render him the fruits in
their seasons. Jesus saith
uuto them, Did ye never
read in the Scriptures,
Thestone which the build-
ers rejected, the same
is become the head of the
corner : this is the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvel-
ous in our eyes? There-
fore say I unto youm, The
kingdom of God shall be
taken from you, und given
to a nation bringing forth
the fruits thereof. And
whosoever shall fall on
thisstoneshall be broken:
but on whomsoever it
shall fall, it will grind
him to powder. And
when the chief priests
and Pharisees had heard
his parables, they per-
ceived that he spake of
them. But when they
sought to lay hands on
him, they feared the
multitude, because they
took him for a prophet.’

PAROUSIA IN THE GOSPELS.

destroy the husbandmen,
and will give the vineyard
unto others.

¢ And have ye not read
this Scripture ; The stone
which the builders re-
jected is become the head
of the corner: this was
the Lord’s doing, and it ie
marvellous in our eyes ?

¢ And they soughttolay
hold on him, but feared
the people : for they knew
that he had spoken the
parable agsinstthem : and
they left him, and went

their way.’

¢ He shall come and de-
stroy these husbandmen,
and shall give the vine-
yard to others. And
when they heard it, they
said, God forbid.

¢And he beheld them,
and said, What is this
then that is written, The
stone which the builders
rejected, the same is be-
come the head of the
corner?

“Whosoever shall fall
upon that stone shall be
broken ; but on whomso-
ever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder.

¢And the chief priests
and the scribes the same
hour sought to lay hands
on him; and they feared
the people; for they per-
ceived that he had spoken

thisparable against them.’

This parable, recorded in almost identical terms by the

Synoptists, scarcely requires an interpreter.

Its local, per-

sonal, and national reference is too manifest to be questioned.
The vineyard is the land of Israel ; the lord of the vineyard is
the Father ; His messengers are His servants the prophets;
His only and beloved Son is the Lord Jesus Himself; the
husbandmen are the rebellious and wicked Jews ; the punish-
ment is the coming catastrophe at the Parousia, when, as
Neander well expresses it, ‘ the theocratic relation is broken,
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and the kingdom is transferred to other nations that shall
bring forth fruits corresponding to it.’ *

The bearing of this parable on the people of our Saviour's
time is so direct and explicit, that it might be supposed that
no critic would have to seek for a hidden meaning, or an
ulterior reference. The chief priests and Pharisees felt that
it was ¢ spoken against them ;’ and they winced under the lash.
As it stands, all is perfectly clear and intelligible; but the
exegesis of & theologian can render it turbid and obscure
indeed. For example, Lange thus comments upon ver. 41:
‘The Parousia of Christ is consummated in His last coming,
but is not one with it. It begins in principle with the resur-
rection (John xvi. 16) ; continues as a power through the New
Testament period (John xiv. 8-19); and is consummated in
the stricter sense in the final advent (1 Cor. xv. 23; Matt.
xxv. 81; 2 Thess. ii., ete.).” t

Here we have not a coming, nor the coming of Christ, but
no less than three separate and distinet comings, or a coming
of three different kinds—a continuous coming which has been
going on for nearly two thousand years already, and may go
on for two thousand more, for aught we know. But of all this
not a hint is given in the text, nor anywhere else. It is a
merely human gloss, without a particle of authority from
Seripture, and invented in virtue of the double- and triple-
sense theory of interpretation.

Far more sober is the explanation of Alford. ‘We may
observe that our Lord makes “ when the Lord cometh” [§rav
N0 o xipuos] coincide with the destruction of Jerusalem, which
is incontestably the overthrow of the wicked husbandmen.
This passage therefore forms an important key to our Lord’s
prophecies, and a decisive justification for those who, like
myself, firmly hold that the coming of the Lord is, in many
places, to be identified, primarily, with that overthrow.’}

* Life of Christ, § 256. + Lange on St. Matt. p. 888.
{ Alford, Greek Test. in loc.
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It is to be regretted that this otherwise sound and sensible
pote is marred by the phrases ‘in many places’ and
¢ primarily,’ but it is, nevertheless, an important admission.
TUndoubtedly we do find here ‘an important key to our Lord's
prophecies ;* but the master key is that which we have already
found in Matt. xvi. 27, 28, and which serves to open, not only
this, but many other dark sayings in the prophetic oracles.

1v.—Parable of the Marriage of the King's Son.

Matt. xxii. 1-14: * And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by
parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king,
which made & marriage for his son, and sent forth his servants to call
them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. Again,
Le sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold,
I have prepared my dinner : my oxen ard my fatlings are killed, and all
things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it,
and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise : and
the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew
them. But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent
forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their
city. Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which
were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as
many a8 ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants went out
into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both
1ad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. And when
the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on
a wedding garment: and he saith unto him, Friend. how camest thou
in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then
gaid the king to the servants, Bind him band and foot, and take him
away, and cast him into outer darkness there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. For many are called but few are chosen.’

This parable bears a strong resemblance to that of The
Great Supper,’ contained in Luke xiv. It is possible that the
two parables may be only different versions of the same original.
The question, however, does not affect the present discussion,
and it cannot be proved that they were not spoken on different
occasions. The moral of both is the same; but the character
of the parable recorded by St. Matthew is more distinctively
eschatological than that of St. Luke. It points clearly to the
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approaching consummation of the ¢ kingdom of heaven.” The
vengeance taken by the king on the murderers of his servants,
and on their city, fixes the application to Jerusalem and the
Jews. The Roman armies were but the executioners of divine
justice; and Jerusalem perished for her guilt and rebellion
against her King.

Alford, in his notes on this parable, while recognising a
partial and primary reference to Israel and Jerusalem, finds
also that it extends far beyond its apparent scope, and is
divided into two acts, the first of which is past, and closes
with ver. 10; while a new act opens with ver. 11, which is
still in the future. This implies that the judgment of Israel
and of Jéerusalem does not supply a full and exhaustive fulfil-
ment of our Lord’s words. On the one hand we have the
teaching of Christ Himself—simple, clear, and unambiguous ;
on the other hand, the conjectural speculation of the critic,
without a scintilla of evidence or authority from the Word of
God. To expound the parable according to its plain historie
significance will be derided by some as *shallow, superficial,
unspiritual ;° to find in it ulterior and hidden meanings, dark
and profound riddles, mystical depths, which none but theo-
logians can explore,—this is critical acumen, keen insight,
high spirituality ! In our opinion, all this foisting of human
hypotheses and double senses into the predictions of our Lord
is utterly incompatible with sober criticism, or with true
reverence for the Word of God ; it is not criticism, but mysti-
cism ; and obscures the truth instead of elucidating it. At the
risk, then, of being considered superficial and shallow, we shall
hold fast to the plain teaching of the words of Seripture,
turning a deaf ear to all fanciful and conjectural speculations
of merely human origin, no matter how learned or dignified
the quarter from which they come.



48

THE PAROUSIA IN THE GOSPELS.

v.—The Woes denounced on the Scribes and Pharisees.

MaTT. xxiii. 29-86.

¢ Woe unto you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! because ye build
the tombs of the prophets, and
garnish the sepulchres of the
righteous, and say, If we had been
in the days of our fathers, we would
not have been partakers with them
in the blood of the prophets. Where-
fore ye be witnesses unto yourselves,
that ye are the children of them
which killed the prophets. Fill ye
up then the measure of your fathers.
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation
of hell? 'Wherefore, behold, I send
unto you prophets, and wise men,
and scribes: and some of them ye
shall kill and crucify; and some of
them shall ye scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them from
city to city: That upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from the blood of
righteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom
ye slew between the temple and
the altar. Verily, I say unto you,
All these things shall come upon
this generation,’

Luke xi. 47-51.
¢Woe unto you! for ye build the

sepulchres of the prophets, and your
fathers killed them.

‘Truly ye bear witness that ye
allow the deeds of your fathers: for
they indeed killed them, and ye
build their sepulchres.

¢ Therefore also said the wisdom
of God, I will send them prophets
and apostles, and some of them they
shall slay and persecute :

¢ That the blood of all the prophets,
which was shed from the foundation
of the world, may be required of
this generation; from the blood of
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias,
which perished between the altar
and the temple: verily I say unto
you, It shall be required of this
generation.’

It will be seen that St. Luke gives this passage as spoken

in a different connection, and on a different occasion, from
those stated by St. Matthew. Whether our Lord spoke the
same words on two different occasions, or whether they have
been transposed by St. Luke from their original connection,
i8 & question not easy to determine. The former hypothesis
does not seem probable, and does not commend itself to the
critical mind. Apophthegms, and brief parabolic sayings,
such as ‘ Many are called but few are chosen,” ‘The last
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shall be first, and the first last,’—may have been repeated on
several occasions; but connected and elaborate discourses,
such as the Sermon on the Mount, the prophetic discourse
upon Olivet, and this denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees,
can hardly be imagined to have been repeated verbatim on
different occasions. It is a mistake, as we have already seen,
to look for strict chromological order in the narratives of
the Evangelists: it is admitted on all hands that they are
accustomed sometimes to group together facts which have a
natural relation, quite independently of the order of time in
which they occurred.

Stier says of the chronology of St. Luke in general : ‘Two
things are sufficiently plain: First, that he mentions individual
occurrences without strict regard to chronology, even repeating
and intercalating some things elsewhere recorded,’ etec.

Neander makes the following observation on the passage
now before us: ‘As this last discourse given by Matthew
contains various passages given by Luke in the table con-
versation (chap. xi.), so Luke inserts there this prophetic
announcement, whose proper position is found in Matthew.’ *
We cannot, however, agree with Neander’s opinion, that ¢ this
discourse, as given in Matt. xxiii., contains many passages
uttered on other occasions.’t It seems to us impossible
to read the twenty-third chapter of St. Matthew without
perceiving that it is a continuous and connected discourse,
spoken at one time, its different parts naturally growing out
of and following one another. Its very structure— consist-
ing of seven §{ woes denounced against the hypocritical
pretenders to sanctity, who were the blind guides of the
people,—and the solemn occasion on which it was uttered—
being the final public utterance of our Lord,—irresistibly
compel the conclusion that it is a complete whole, and that
Bt. Matthew gives us the original form of the discourse.

* Life of Christ, § 258, note n. t Ibid., § 2563, note m.
} Tischendorf rejects ver. 14, which is omitted by Cod. 8in. and Vat.

5
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But the settlement of this question is not essential to this
investigation. Far more important it is to observe how our
Lord closes His public ministry in almost the identical terms
in which His forerunner addressed the same class: ‘ Ye
serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how can ye escape the
damnation of hell?’ This is no fortuitous coincidence : it
is evidently the deliberate adoption of the words of the
Baptist, when he spoke of the coming wrath.” Israel had
rejected alike the stern call to repentance of the second
Elijah, and the tender expostulations of the Lamb of God.
The measure of their guilt was almost full, and the ‘day of
wrath * was swiftly coming.

But the point which deserves special attention is the
particular application of this discourse to the Saviour's own
times : ¢ Verily I say unto you, AU these things shall come upon
this generation.” ‘It shall be required of this generation.” Surely -
there can be no pretence of a primary and a secondary reference
here. No expositor will deny that these words have a sole
and exclusive application to the generation of the Jewish
people then living upon the earth. Even Dorner, who contends
most strenuously for a great variety of meanings of the word
«yevea [generation], frankly admits that it can only refer here to
the contemporaries of our Lord : ‘ Hoc ipsum hominum svum.’ *
This is an admission of the greatest importance. It enables
us to fix the true meaning of the phrase, ‘ This generation’
[# yeved arn), which plays so important a part in several of
the predictions of our Lord, and notably in the great prophecy
spoken on the Mount of Olives. In the passage before us,
the words are incapable of any other application than to the
exigting generation of the Jewish nation, which is represented
by our Lord as the heir of all the preceding generations,
inheriting the depravity and rebelliousness of the national
character, and fated to perish in the deluge of wrath which

* Sce Dorner’s tractate, De Oratione Christi Eschatologica, p. 41.
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had been accumulating through the ages, and was at length
about to overwhelm the guilty land.

vi.—The (second) Lamentation of Jesus over Jerusalem.

Marr. xxiii. 87-89.

¢0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
thatkillest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not ! Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate.
For I say unto you, Ye shall not
see me henceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.’

' Luke xiii. 84, 85.

¢ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which
killest the prophets, and stonest
them that are sent unto thee : how
often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth
gather her brood under her wings,
and ye would not! Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate : and
verily I say unto you, Ye shall not
see me, until the time come when
ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord.’

Here, again, we have another example of those discrepan-
cies in the Gospel history which perplex harmonists. St. Luke
records this affecting apostrophe of our Lord in quite a dif-
ferent connection from St. Matthew. Yet we can scarcely
suppose that these ipsissima verba were spoken on more
than one occasion, namely, that specified by St. Matthew.
Dorner says : ¢ That these words (‘ Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate,” etc.) were spoken by Christ, not where
Luke, but where Matthew, places them, the words themselves
show; for they were spoken when our Lord was departing
from the temple to return to it no more till he came to
judgment.’* Lange says the passage is placed earlier by
8t. Luke ‘for pragmatic reasons.’ At all events, we may
properly regard the words as spoken on the ocecasion in-
dicated by St. Matthew.

As such their collocation is most suggestive. This pathetic
expostulation mitigates the severity of the foregoing de-
nunciations, and closes the public ministry of our Lord with
8 burst of human tenderness and divine compassion. As

* Dorner, Orat. Chris. Esch. p. 43.
5%
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Dr. Lange well says : ¢ The Lord mourns and laments over His
own ruined Jerusalem. . . . His whole pilgrimage on earth
was troubled by distress for Jerusalem, like the hen which
sees the eagle threatening in the sky, and anxiously seeks to
gather her chickens under her wings. With such distress
Jesus saw the Roman eagles approach for judgment upon the
children of Jerusalem, and sought with the strongest solicit-
ations of love to save them. Butin vain! They were like
dead children to the voice of maternal love !’ *

Need it be said that here is Jerusalem, and Jerusalem
alone ? There is no ambiguity, no twofold reference, no proxi-
mate and ultimate fulfilments conceivable here. One thought,
one feeling, one object, filled the heart of Jesus—Jerusalem,
the city of God, the loved, the guilty, the doomed! Her fate
was now all but sealed, and the heart of our Saviour was
wrung with anguish as He bade her a last farewell.

But how are we to understand the closing words, ¢ Ye shall
not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord’?- This phrase, ¢ Blessed is
he that cometh in the name of the Lord,’ is the recognised
formula which was employed by the Jews in speaking of the
coming of Messiah—the Messianic greeting: equivalent to,
‘ Hail to the anointed one of God.” It is generally supposed
to have been adopted from Psa. cxviii. 26. There was a time
coming, therefore, when such a salutation would be appro-
priate. The Lord who was leaving the temple would once
more return to His temple. More than this, that same genera-
tion would witness that return. This is plainly implied in the
form of our Saviour’s language, ¢ Ye shall not see me again
till ye shall say,’ etc.—words which would be deprived of half
their significance if the persons referred to in the first part
of the sentence were not the same as those referred to in the
second. Nothing can be more distinet and explicit than the
reference throughout to the people of Jerusalem, the con-

* Comm. on Matt. p. 416.
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temporaries of Christ. They and He were to meet again ; and '
the Messiah, the Lord whom they professed to seek so eagerly,
‘would suddenly come to his temple,’ according to the saying
of Malachi the prophet. They expected that coming as an
event to be welcomed with gladness; but it was to be far
otherwise. ‘Who may abide the day of his coming ? and who
shall stand when he appeareth ?* That day was to bring the
desolation of the house of God, the destruction of their
national existence, the outburst of the pent-up wrath of
God upon Israel. This was the return, the meeting together
again, to which our Saviour here alludes. And is not this the
very thing that He had again and again declared ? Had He
not a little before said, that ‘upon this generation’ shonld
come the sevenfold woes which He had just pronounced ?
(Ver.86.) Had He not solemnly affirmed, that some then living
should see the Son of man coming in glory, with His angels,
‘toreward every man according to his works '—that is, coming
to judgment ? 1Is it possible to adopt the strange hypothesis
of some commentators of note, that in these words our Lord
means that He would never be seen again by those to whom
He spoke, until a converted and Christian Israel, in some far
distant era of time, was prepared to welcome Him as King of
Israel ? ' This would indeed be to take unwarrantable liberties
with the words of Scripture. Our Lord does not say, Ye
shall not see me until they shall say, or, until another genera-
tion shall say; but, ¢ until ye shall say,’ ete. It by no means
follows, that because the Messianic salutation is here quoted,
the people who are supposed to use it were qualified to enter
into its true significance. Those very words had been shouted
by multitudes in the streets of Jerusalem only a day or two
before, and yet they were changed into ¢ Crucify him ! crucify
him!’ in g very brief space. They simply denote the fact of -
His coming. The unhappy men to whom our Saviour spoke
could not adopt the Messianic greeting in its true and highest
sense ; they would never say, ‘ Blessed is he,’ etc., but they
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would witness His coming—the coming with which that
formula was indissolubly associated, viz., the Parousia.

‘We contend, then, that we are not only warranted, but com-
pelled, to conclude, that cur Lord here refers to His coming
to destroy Jerusalem and to close the Jewish age, according
to His express declarations, within the period of the then
existing generation. History verifies the prophecy. In
less than forty years from the time when these words were
uttered, Jerusalem and her temple, Judea and her people,
were overwhelmed by the deluge of wrath predicted by the
Lord. Their land was laid waste; their house was left
desolate; Jerusalem, and her children within her, were engulfed
in one common ruin.

vir.—The Prophecy on the Mount of Olives.

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN [THE PAROUSIA] BEFORE
THE PASSING AWAY OF THAT GENERATION.
MATT. xxiv.; MARK xiii.; LUKE xxi.

We now enter upon the consideration of by far the most
full and explicit of our Lord’s prophetic utterances re-
specting His coming, and the solemn events connected
therewith. The discourse or conversation on the Mount of
Olives is the great prophecy of the New Testament, and may
be not unfitly styled the Apocalypse of the Gospels. Upon
the interpretation of this prophetic discourse will depend the
right understanding of the predictions contained in the apos-
tolic writings; for it may almost be said that there is nothing
in the Epistles which is not in the Gospels. This prophecy
of our Saviour is the great storehouse from which the pro-
phetic statements of the apostles are chiefly derived.

The commonly received view of the structure of this dis-
course, which is almost taken for granted, alike by expositors
and by the generality of readers, is, that our Lord, in answer-
ing the question of His disciples respecting the destruction
of the temple, mixes up with that event the destruction of
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the world, the universal judgment, and the final consumma-
tion of all things. Imperceptibly, it is supposed, the pro-
phecy slides from the city and temple of Jerusalem, and their
impending fate in the immediate future, to another and
infinitely more tremendous catastrophe in the far distant and
indefinite future. So intermirgled, however, are the allu-
sions—now to Jerusalem and now to the world at large ; now
to Israel and now to the human race; now to events close
8 hand and now to events indefinitely remote;—that to dis-
tinguish and allocate the several references and topics, is
exceedingly difficult, if not impossible.

Perhaps it will be the fairest way of exhibiting the views
of those who contend for a double meaning in this predictive
discourse, to set forth the scheme or plan of the prophecy
proposed by Dr. Lange, and adopted by many expositors of
the greatest note.

¢ In harmony with a'pocalyptic style, Jesus exhibited the judgments of
His coming in a series of cycles, each of which depicts the whole futurity,
but in such a manner, that with every new cycle the scene seems to ap-
proximate to and more closely resemble the final catastrophe. Thus,
the first cycle delineates the whole course of the world down to the end,
in its general characteristics (ver. 4-14). The second gives the signs of the
approaching destruction of Jerusalem, and paints this destruction itsclf as
a sign and a commencement of the judgment of the world, which from
that day onward proceeds in silent and suppressed days of judgment down
to the last (ver. 156-28). The third describes the sudden end of the world,
and the judgment which ensues (ver. 20-44). Then follows a series of
parables and similitudes, in which the Lord paints the judgment itself,
which unfolds itself in an organic succession of several acts. In the last
act Christ reveals His universal judicial majesty. Chap. xxiv. 45-51
exhibits the judgment upon the servants of Christ, or the clergy. Chap.
xxv. 1-18 (the wise and foolish virgins) exhibits the judgment upon the
Church, or the people. Then follows the judgment on the individual
members of the Church (ver. 14-80). Finally, ver. 81-46 introduce the
universal judgment of the world.’ *

Not very dissimilar is the schcme proposed by Stier, who
finds three-different comings of Christ ¢ which perspectively
cover each other:’

* Lange, Comm, on Matt. p. 418.
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‘1. The coming of the Lord to judgment upon Judaism. 2. His coming
to judgment upon degenerate anti-Christian Christendom. 8. His coming
to judgment upon all heathen nations—the final judgment of the world,—
all which together are the coming again of Christ, and in respect of their
similarity and diversity are most exaetly recorded from the mouth of
Christ by Matthew.’ *

Such is the elaborate and complicated scheme adopted by
some expositors; but there are obvious and grave objections
to it, which, the more they are considered, will appear the
more formidable, if not fatal.

1. An objection may be taken, in limine, to the principles
involved in this method of interpreting Scripture. "Are we to
look for double, triple, and multiple meanings, for prophecies
within prophecies, and mysteries wrapt in mysteries, where
we might reasonably have expected a plain answer to a plain
question ? Can any ene be sure of understanding the Serip-
tures if they are thus enigmatical and obscure ? Is this the
manner in which the Saviour taught His disciples, leaving
them to grope their way through intricate labyrinths, irresis-
tibly suggestive of the Ptolemaic astronomy— ¢ Cycle and
epicycle, orb in orb’? Surely so ambiguous and obscure &
revelationcan hardly be called a revelation at all, and seems
far more befitting a Delphic Oracle, or & Cumsan Sibyl than
the teaching of Him whom the common people heard gladly.t

2. It will scarcely be pretended that, if the exposition of
Lange and Stier be correct, the disciples who listened to the
sayings of Jesus on the Mount of Olives could have compre-
hended or followed the drift of His discourse. They were at
all times slow to understand their Master’s words; but it
would be to give them credit for astonishing penetration to
suppose that they were able to thread their way through such

aze of comings, extending through ‘a series of cycles,

of which depicts the whole futurity, but in such a
aer that with every new cycle the scene seems to approxi-
: to, and more closely resemble, the final catastrophe.’

tier. Red. Jes. vol. iii. 251.
e Note A, Part I, on the Double-sense Theory of Interpretation.
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It is not easy for the ordinary reader to follow the ingenious
critic through his convoluted scheme; but it is plain that the
disciples must have been hopelessly bewildered amidst a rush
of crises and catastrophes from the fall of Jerusalem to the
end of the world. Perhaps we shall be told, however, that it
does not signify whether the disciples understood our Lord’s
answer or not : it was not to them that He was speaking; it
was to future ages, to generations yet unborn, who were
destined, however, to find the interpretation of the prophecy
as embarrassing to them as it was to the original hearers.
There are no words too strong to repudiate such a suggestion.
The disciples came to their Master with a plain, straight-
forward inquiry, and it is incredible that He would mock them
with an unintelligible riddle for a reply. Itis to be presumed
that the Saviour meant His disciples to understand His
words, and it is to be presumed that they did understand
them.

8. The interpretation which we are considering appears to
be founded upon a misapprehension of the question put to
our Lord by the disciples, as well as of His answer to their
question.

It is generally assumed that the disciples came to our Lord
with three different questions, relating to different events sepa-
rated from each other by along interval of time ; that the first
inquiry, ¢ When shall these things be ?’—had reference to the
approaching destruction of the temple; that the second and
third questions, * What shall be the sign of thy coming, and
of the end of the world ? '—referred to events long posterior to
the destruction of Jerusalem, and, in fact,not yet accomplished.
It is supposed that our Lord’s reply conforms itself to this
threefold inquiry, and that this gives the shape to His whole
discourse. Now, let it be considered how utterly improbable
itis that the disciples should have had any such scheme of the
future mapped out in their minds. We know that. they had
just been shocked and stunned by their Master’s prediction
of the total destruction of the glorious house of God on
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which they had so recently been gazing with admiration.
They had not yet had time to recover from their surprise,
when they came to Jesus with the inquiry, ¢ When shall these
things be?’ etec. Is it not reasonable to suppose that one
thought possessed them at that moment—the portentous
calamity awaiting the magnificent structure, the glory and
beauty of Israel? Was that a time when their minds would
be occupied with a distant future ? Must not their whole
soul have been concentrated on the fate of the temple ? and
must they not have been eager to know what tokens would be
given of the approach of the catastrophe ? hether they
connected in their imagination the destruction of the temple
with the dissolution of the creation, and the close of human
history, it is impossible to say ; but we may safely conclude,
that the uppermost thought in their mind was the announce-
ment which the Lord had just made, ‘Verily I say unto you,
there shall not be left here one stone upon another which shall
not be thrown down.” They must have gathered from the
Saviour’s language that this catastrophe was imminent ; and
their anxiety was to know the time and the tokens of its arrival.
St. Mark and St. Luke make the question of the disciples
refer to one event and one time—*‘ When shall these things
be, and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be
fulfilled ?* It is not only presumable, therefore, but indubit-
able, that the questions of the disciples only refer to different
aspects of the same great event. This harmonises the state-
ments of St. Matthew with those of the other Evangelists,
and is plainly required by the circumstances of the case.

4. The interpretation which we are discussing rests also
upon an erroneous and misleading conception of the phrase,
‘end of the world’ (age) [cvvté\ewa Tod aidvos]. It is not
surprising that mere English readers of the New Testament
should suppose that this phrase really means the destruction
of the material earth; but such an error ought not to receive
countenance from men of learning. We have already had
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occasion to remark that the true signification of aiwv is not
world, but age ; that, like its Latin equivalent erum, it refers
to a period of time : thus, ‘the end of the age’ [ocurréreia Tob
alovos! means the close of the epoch or age,—that is, the
Jewish age or dispensation which was drawing nigh, as our
Lord frequently intimated. All those passages which speak
of ‘the end’ [ro Té\os], ‘the end of the age,’ or, ‘the ends
of the ages’ (1) cuvTé\ewa Tad aidvos, Ta TéNy TdV alwvev), refer
to the same consummation, and always as nigh at hand.
In 1 Cor. x. 11, St. Paul says: ¢ The ends of the ages have
stretched out to us;’ implying that he regarded himself and
his readers as living near the conclusion of an mon, or age.
So, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, we find the remarkable
expression : ‘ Now, once, close upon the end of the ages’ (erro-
neously rendered, The end of the world), ¢ hath he appeared to
putaway sin by the sacrifice of himself’ (Heb. ix. 26) ; clearly
showing that the writer regarded the incarnation of Christ as
taking place near the end of the son, or dispensational period.
To suppose that he meant that it was close upon the end of
the world, or the destruction of the material globe, would be
to make him write false history as well as bad grammar. It
would not be true in fact; for the world has already lasted
longer since the incarnation than the whole duration of the
Mosaic economy, from the exodus to the destruction of the
temple. It is futile, therefore, to say that the ‘end of the
age’ may mean & lengthened period, extending from the in-
carnation to our own times, and even far beyond them. That
would be an ®on, and not the close of an mon. The mon of
which our Lord was speaking was about to close in a great
catastrophe ; and a catastrophe is not a protracted process,
but a definitive and culminating act. We are compelled,
therefore, to conclude that the ‘end of the age,’ or cuvrérea
70D aldvos, refers solely to the approaching termination of the
Jewish age or dispensation.

5. It may indeed be objected, that even admitting the
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apostles to have been occupied exclusively with the fate of the
temple and the events of their own time, there is no reason
why the Lord should not overpass the limits of their vision,
and extend a prophetic glance into the ages of a distant
futurity. No doubt it was competent for Him to do so; but
in that case we should expect to find some hint or intimation
of the fact; some well-defined line between the immediate
future and the indefinitely remote. If the Saviour passes
from Jerusalem and its day of doom to the world and its
judgment day, it would be only reasonable to look for some
phrase such as, ‘ After many days,’ or, ¢ It shall come to pass
after these things,” to mark the transition. But we search in
vain for any such indication. The attempts of expositors to
draw transition lines in this prophecy, showing where it ceases
to speak of Jerusalem and Israel and passes to remote events
and unborn generations, are wholly unsatisfactory. Nothing
can be more arbitrary than the divisions attempted to be set
up ; they will not bear. a moment’s examination, and are in-
compatible with the express statements of the prophecy itself.
Will it be believed that some expositors find & mark of tran-
sition at Matt. xxiv. 29, where our Lord’s own words make the
very idea totally inadmissible by His own note of time—
¢ Immediately’ ! 1f, in the face of such authority, so rash a
suggestion can be proposed, what may not be expected in
less strongly marked cases ? But, in fact, all attempts to set
up imaginary divisions and transitions in the prophecy signally
fail. Let any fair and candid reader judge of the scheme of
Dr. Lange, who may be taken as a representative of the
s(-:hool of double-sense expositors, in his distribution of this
dfscourse of our Lord, and say whether it is possible to
discern any trace of a natural division where he draws lines
of transition. His first section, from ver. 4 to ver. 14, he
entitles, ’
‘ S\t’i]’;:t‘:miig t’;: manife_station of the end of the world in general.’
conceivable that our Lord, when about to
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reply to the eager and palpitating hearts, filled with anxiety
about the calamities which He told them were impending,
should commence by speaking of the ‘end of the world in
general’? They were thinking of the temple and the immedi-
ate future : would He speak of the world and the indefinitely
remote? But is there anything in this first section inapplicable
to the disciples themselves and their time ? Isthere anything
which did not actually happen in their own day ? ¢ Yes,’ it will
be said ; ¢ the gospel of the kingdom has not yet been preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations.” But we have
this very fact vouched for by St. Paul (Col. i. 5, 6)—*The
word of the truth of the gospel, which is come unto you, as
it i8 in all the world,’ ete. ; and, again (Col. i. 28)—* The gospel,
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every crea-
tare which is under heaven.” There was, then, in the age of
the apostles, such a world-wide diffusion of the gospel as to
satisfy the Saviour’s prediction,—‘ The gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the word’ [ducovpévy].

But the decisive objection to this scheme is, that the whole
passage is evidently addressed to the disciples, and speaks of
what they shall see, they shall do, they shall suffer ; the whole
falls within their own observation and experience, and cannot
be spoken of or to an invisible audience in a far distant era of
futurity, which even yet has not appeared upon the earth.

Lange's next division, comprising from ver. 15 to ver. 22,
i8 entitled,

‘Signs of the end of the world in particular: (a) The
Destruction of Jerusalem.

Without stopping to inquire into the relation of these ideas,
it is satisfactory to find Jerusalem at last introduced. But
how unnatural the transition from the  end of the world’ back
to the invasion of Judea and the siege of Jerusalem! Could
such a sudden and immense leap have possibly been made
by the disciples? Could it have been intelligible to them,
oris it intelligible now ? But mark the point of transition,
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as fixed by Lange, at ver. 15: * When ye, therefore, shall see
the abomination of desolation,” ete. This, surely, is not
transition, but continuity : all that precedes leads up to this
point; the wars, and famines, and pestilences, and persecu-
tions, and martyrdoms, were all preparatory and introductory
to the ‘end;’ that is, to the final catastrophe which was to
overtake the city, and temple, and nation of Israel.

Next follows a paragraph from ver. 28 to ver. 28, which
Lange calls,

¢ (b) Interval of partial and suppressed judgment.’

This title is itself an example of fanciful and arbitrary
exposition. There is something incongruous and self-con-
tradictory in the very words themselves. A day of judgment
implies publicity and manifestation, not silence and suppres-
sion. But what can be the meaning of ‘silent and sup-
pressed days of judgment,” which go on from the destruction
of Jerusalem to the end of the world? If it be meant that
there is a sense in which God is always judging the world,
that is a truism which might be affirmed of any period, before
as well as after the destruction of Jerusalem. But the most
objectionable part of this exposition is the violent treatment
of the word ‘ then’ [rore] (ver. 28). Lange says: ¢ Then (i.c.,
in the time intervening between the destruction of Jerusalem
and the end of the world).” Surely, a prodigious then! If
is no longer a point of time, but an mon—a vast and in-
definite period ; and during all that time the statements in the
paragraph, ver. 28 to ver. 28, are supposed to be in course of
fulfilment. But when we turn to the prophecy itself we find no
change of subject, no break in the continuity of the discourse,

hint of any transition from one epoch to another. The
3 of time, ‘then’ [rore], is decisive against any hiatus or
wsition. Our Saviour is putting the disciples on their
rd against the deceivers and impostors who infested the
- days of the Jewish commonwealth; and says to them,
ien’ (i.e., at that time, in the agony of the Jewish war)
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¢if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there,
believe it mot,” ete. It is Jerusalem, always Jerusalem, and
ouly Jerusalem, of which our Lord here speaks.

At length we come to—

‘The Actual End of the World’ (ver. 24-81).

Having made the transition from the ‘eund of the world’
backwards to the destruction of Jerusalem, the process is now
reversed, and there is another transition, from the destruction
of Jerusalem to the ‘actual end of the world." This actual
end is placed after the appearance of those false Christs and
false prophets against whom the disciples were warned. This
allusion to {false Christs ' ought to have saved the critic from
the mistake into which he has fallen, and to have distinetly
indicated the period to which the prediction refers. But where
is there any sign of a division or transition here ? There is
no trace or token of any: on the contrary, the express lan-
guage of our Lord excludes the idea of any interval at all ; for
He says: ‘ Immediately after the tribulation of those days,’ ete.
This note of time is decisive, and peremptorily forbids the
supposition of any break or hiatus in the continuity of His
discourse.

But we have gone far enough in the demonstration of the
arbitrary and uncritical treatment which this prophecy has
received, and have bcen betrayed into premature exegesis of
some portion of its contents. What we contend for, is the
unity and continuity of the whole discourse. From the beginning
of the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew to the close of
the twenty-fifth, it is one and indivisible. The theme is the
approaching consummation of the age, with its attendant and
concomitant events; the woes which were to overtake that
‘wicked generation,” comprehending the invasion of the
Roman armies, the siege and capture of Jerusalem, the total
destruction of the temple, the frightful calamities of the
people. Along with this we find the true Parousia, or the
coming of the Son of man, the judicial infliction of divine
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wrath upon the impenitent, and the deliverance and recom-
pense of the faithful. From beginning to end, these two
chapters form one continuous, consecutive, and homogeneous
discourse. So it must have been regarded by the disciples, to
whom it was addressed ; and so, in the absence of any hint or
indication to the contrary in the record, we feel bound to
regard it.

6. In conclusion, we cannot help adverting to one other
consideration, which we are persuaded has had much to do
with the erroneous interpretation of this prophecy, viz., the
inadequate appreciation of the importance and grandeur of
the event which forms its burden—the consummation of the
age, and the abrogation of the Jewish dispensation.

That was an event which formed an epoch in the divine
government of the world. The Mosaic economy, which had
been ushered in with such pomp and grandeur amidst the
thunders and lightnings of Sinai, and had existed for well-
nigh sixteen centuries,—which had been the divinely instituted
medium of communication between God and man, and which
was intended to realise a kingdom of God upon earth,—had
proved a comparative failure through the moral unfitness of
the people of Israel, and was doomed to come to an end amid
the most terrific demonstration of the justice and wrath of
God. The temple of Jerusalem, for ages the glory and crown
of Mount Zion,—the sacred shrine, in whose holy place
Jehovah was pleased to dwell,—the holy and beautiful house,
which was the palladium of the nation’s safety, and dearer
than life to every son of Abraham,—was about to be desecrated
and destroyed, so that not one stone should be left upon

The chosen people, the children of the Friend of
e favoured nation, with whom the God of the whole
signed to enter into covenant and to be called their
were to be overwhelmed by the most terrible calamities
er befell a nation; were to be expatriated, deprived of
ationality, excluded from their ancient and peculiar
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relation to God, and driven forth as wanderers on the face of
the earth—a byword and hissing among all nations. But
along with all this there were to be changes for the better.
First, and chiefly, the close of the ®on would be the inaugura-
tion of the reign of God. There were to be honour and glory
for the true and faithful servants of God, who would then
enter into the full possession of the heavenly inheritance.
(This will be more fully unfolded in the sequel of our investi-
gation.) But there was also to be a glorious change in this
world. The old made way for the new ; the Law was replaced
by the Gospel ; Moses was superseded by Christ. The narrow
and exclusive system, which embraced only a single people,
was succeeded by a new and better covenant, which embraced
the whole family of man, and knew no difference between Jew
and Gentile, circumcised and uncircumcised. The dispensa-
tion of symbols and ceremonies, suited to the childhood of
humanity, was merged in an order of things in which
religion became a spiritual service, every place a temple,
every worshipper & priest, and God the universal Father.
This was a revolution greater far than any that had ever
occurred in the history of mankind. It made a new world ;
it was the ‘world to come,” the ¢dwovuérn ué\lovsa’® of
Hebrews ii. 5; and the magnitude and importance of the
change it is impossible to over-estimate. It is this that gives
such significance to the overthrow of the temple and the
destruction of Jerusalem: these are the outward and visible
signs of the abrogation of the old order and the introduction
of the new. The story of the siege and capture of the Holy
City i8 not simply a thrilling historical episode, such as the
siege of Troy or the fall of Carthage; it is not merely the
closing scene in the annals of an ancient nation;—it has a
supernatural and divine significance ; it has a relation to God
and the human race, and marks one of the most memorable
epochs of time. This is the reason why the event is spoken

of in the Scripture in terms which to some appear over-
(]
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strained, or to require some greater catastrophe to account
for them. But if it was fitting that the introduction of that
economy should be signalised by portents and wonders,—
earthquakes, lightnings, thunders, and trumpet-blasts,—it was
no less fitting that it should go out amid similar phenomena—
‘fearful sights and great signs from heaven.” Had the true sig-
nificance and grandeur of the event been better apprehended
by expositors, they would not have found the language in which

it is depicted by our Lord extravagant or over-strained.*

We are now prepared to enter upon the more particular
examination of the contents of this prophetic discourse ; which
we shall endeavour to do as concisely as possible.

1.—The Interrogatory of the Disciples.

MarT. xxiv. 1-3.

¢And Jesus went out,
and departed from the
temple: and his disciples
came to him for to shew
him the buildings of the
temple.

¢And Jesus said unto
them, See ye not all
these things? verily I say

Marx xiii. 14.

¢And as he went out
of the temple, one of his
disciples saith unto him,
Master, see what manner
of stones and what build-
ings are here!

¢ And Jesus answering
said unto him, Seest thou
these great buildings?

unto you, There shall not | there shall not be left one
be left here one stone upon | stone upon another, that
another, that shall not be ; shall not be thrown down.

throyn down.

¢ And as he sat upon the
mount of Olives, the dis-
ciples came unto him pri-
vately, saying, Tell us,
wlen shall these things
be? and what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world’ {age] ?

‘And as he sat upon
the mount of Olives over
against the temple, Peter
and James and John and
Andrew asked him pri-
vately, Tell us, when shall
these things be ? and what
shall be the sign when all

hese things shall be ful-
filled?’

Luxz xxi. 5-7.
¢And as some spake of
the temple, how it was
adorned with goodly stones
and gifts, he eaid,

¢As for these things
which ye behold, the days
will come, in the which
there shall not be left
one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown
down.

¢And they asked him,
saying, Master, but when
shall these things be ? and
what sign will there be
when these things shall
come to pass?’

# ¢ The termination of the Jewish a/w in the first century, and of the Roman

alov in the fifth and sixth, were each marked by the same concurrence of

_ calamities, wars, tumults, pestilences, earthquakes, &e., all marking the time of
one of God’s peculiar seasons of visitation.’ ‘For the same belief in the con-
nexion of physical with moral convulsions, sée Niebuhr, Leben’s Nachrichten, ii.
p. 167" Dr. Arnold : See * Life by Stanley,’ vol. i. p. 311.
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We may conceive the surprise and consternation felt by
the disciples when Jesus announced to them the utter destruc-
tion which was coming upon the temple of God, the beauty
and splendour of which had excited their admiration. It
is no marvel that four of their number, who seem to have
been admitted to more intimate familiarity than the rest,
sought for fuller information on a subject so intensely in-
teresting. The only point that requires elucidation here refers
to the extent of their interrogatory. St. Mark and St. Luke
represent it as having reference to the time of the predicted
catastrophe and the sign of its fulfilment coming to pass.
St. Matthew varies the form of the question, but evidently
gives the same sense,—* Tell us, when shall these things be ?
and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of
the age 2’ Here again it is the time and the sign which form
the subject of inquiry. There is no reason whatever to
suppose that they regarded in their own minds the destruc-
tion of the temple, the coming of the Lord, and the end
of the age, as three distinct or widely separated events; but,
on the contrary, it is most natural to suppose that they
regarded them as coincident and contemporaneous. What
precise ideas they entertained respecting the end of the age
and the events therewith connected, we do not know; but we
do know that they had been accustomed to hear their Master
speak of His coming again in His kingdom, coming in His
glory, and that within the lifetime of some among them-
selves. They had also heard Him speak of the ‘end of the
age;’ and they evidently connected His ‘coming’ with the
end of the age. The three points embraced in the form of
their question, as given by St. Matthew, were therefore in
their view contemporaneous; and thus we find no practical
difference in the terms of the question of the disciples as
recorded by the three Synoptists.

6"
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11.—OQur Lord’s Answer to the Disciples.

(a) Events which more remotely were to precede the con-

summaltion.

Marr. xxiv. 4-14.

¢And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Take
heed that no man deceive
you. For many shall come
in my name, saying, I am
Christ ; and shall deceive
many. And ye shall hear
of wars and rumours of
wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these
things must come to pass,
but the end is not yet.
For nation shall rise
against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom : and
there shall be famines, and
pestilcnces, and earth-
quakes, in divers places.
All these are the begin-
ning of sorrows. Then
shall they deliver you up
to be afllicted, and shall
kill you: and ye shall be
hated of all nations for
my name’s sake. And then
shall many be offended,
and shall betray one an-
other, and shall hate one
another. And many false
prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many. And
because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many
shall wax cold. But he
that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be
raved. And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world
for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall
the end come.’

Magk xiii. 5-13.
¢ And Jesus answering

heed lest any man deceive
you: for many shall come
in my name, saying, I am
Christ ; and shall deceive
many. And when ye shall
+ hear of wars and ramours
of wars, be ye not troubled:
for such things must needs
be; but the end shall not
be yet. For nation shall
rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom :
and there shall be earth-
quakes in divers places,
and there shall be famines
and troubles: these are
the beginnings of sorrows.
But take heed to your-
selves: for they shall de-
liver you up to councils;
and in the synagogues ye
shall be beaten: and ye
shall be brought before
rulers and kings for my
sake, for a testimony
against them. And the
gospel must first be pub-
lished among all nations.
But when they shall lead
you, and deliver you up,
take no thought before-
hand what ye shall speak,
neither do ye premeditate:
but whatsoever shall be
given you in that hour,
that speak ye: for it is not
ye that speak, but the
Holy Ghost. Now the
brother shall betray the
brother to death, and the
father the son; and chil-

dren shall rise up against

them began to say, Take|

Luke xxi. 8-19.

, ¢ And he said, Take heed

that ye be not deceived:

for many shall come in my

name, saying, I am Christ;

and the time draweth

near: go ye not therefore

after them. But when ye

shall hear of wars and

commotions, be not terri-

fied : for these things must
first come to pass ; but the
end is not by and by.
Then said he unto them,
Nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom
'against kingdom: and
great earthquakes shall
be in divers places, and
famines, and pestilences;
and fearful sights and
great signs shall there be
from heaven. But before
all these, they shall lay
their hands on you, and
persecute you, delivenng
you up to the synagogues,
and into prisons, being
brought before kings and
rulers for my name’s sake.
And it shall turn to you
for a testimony. Settleit
therefore in your hearts,
not to meditate before what
ye shall answer : for I will
give you a mouth and
wisdom, which all your
adversaries shall not be
able to gainsay nor resist.
And ye shall be betrayed
both by parents, and
brethren, and kinsfolks,
and friends; and some of
you shall they cause to be

put to death. And ye
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their parents, and shall | shall be hated of all men
cause them to be put to | for my name’s sake. But
death. And ye shall be|there shall not an hair
hated of all men for my | of your head perish. In
name's sake : bub he that | your patience possess ye
shall endure unto the end, | your souls.’

the same shall be saved.’

It is impossible to read this section and fail to perceive its
distinct reference to the period between our Lord's crucifixion
and the destruction of Jerusalem. Every word is spoken
to the disciples, and to them alone. To imagine that the
‘ye’ and ‘you’ in this address apply, not to the disciples
to whom Christ was speaking, but to some unknown and
yet non-existent persons in a far distant age, is so pre-
posterous a supposition as not to deserve serious notice.

That our Lord’s words were fully verified during the
interval between His crucifixion and the end of the age, we
have the most ample testimony. False Christs and false
prophets began to make their appearance at a very early
period of the Christian era, and continued to infest the land
down to the very close of Jewish history. In the procurator-
ship of Pilate (a.p. 86), one such appeared in Samaria, and
deluded great multitudes. There was another in the procura-
torship of Cuspius Fadus (a.p. 45). During the government of
Felix (a.p. 58-60), Josephus tells us the country was full of Hos thno
robbers, magicians, false prophets, false Messiahs, and impos- ow/’&/«f -~
tors, who deluded the people with promises of great events.'*

The same authority informs us that civil commotions and }Mﬂm
international feuds were rife in those days, especially between 4'7“7‘* 1
the Jews and their neighbours. In Alexandria, in Seleucia, in

Syria, in Babylonia, there were violent tumults between the

Jews and the Greeks, the Jews and the Syrians, inhabiting the ?jﬁ'&l—
same cities. ‘Every city was divided,’ says Josephus, ‘into two Hecsenhs

camps.” In the reign of Caligula great apprehensions were

enterfained in Judea of war with the Romans, in consequence

* Jos. Antiq. bk, xx. c. viil. § 5, 6.
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of that tyrant’s proposal to place his statue in the temple.
- In the reign of the Emperor Claudius (a.p. 41-54), there were
four seasons of great scarcity. In the fourth year of his
reign, the famine in Judea was so severe, that the price of food
became enormous and great numbers perished. Earthquakes
occurred in each of the reigns of Caligula and Claudius.*
Such calamities, the Lord gave His disciples to under-
stand, would precede the ‘end.’ But they were not its
immediate antecedents. They were the °beginning of the
end ;’ but ‘the end is not yet.’
At this point (ver. 9-18), our Lord passes from the general
to the particular; from the public to the personal; from the
fortunes of nations and kingdoms to the fortunes of the
disciples themselves. While these events were proceeding,
the apostles were to become objects of suspicion to the ruling
powers. They were to be brought before councils, rulers,
and kings, imprisoned, beaten in the synegogues, and hated
of all men for Jesus’ sake,
How exactly all this was verified in the personal experience
of the disciples we may read in the Acts of the Apostles and
in the Epistles of St. Paul. Yet the divine promise of pro-
tection in the hour of peril was remarkably fulfilled. With
"the single exception of ‘James the brother of John,” no
apostle seems to have fallen a victim to the malignant
persecution of their enemies up to the close of the apostolic
history as recorded in the Acts (a.n. 63).

One other ‘sign’ was to precede and usher in the con-
summation. ‘ The gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world [oixovuéry] for a witness unto all nations:
and then shall the end come.” We have already adverted to
the fulfilment of this prediction within the apostolic age.
We have the authority of St. Paul for such a universal
diffusion of the gospel in his days as to verify the saying
of our Lord. (See Col. i. 6, 28.) But for this explicit

* Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epist. of St. Paul, e. iv.
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testimony from an apostle it would have been impossible
to persuade some expositors that our Lord’s words had been
in any sense fulfilled previous to the destruction of Jerusalem.
Such an assertion would have been regarded as mere ex-
travagance and rhodomontade. Now, however, the objection
cannot reasonably be urged.

Here it may be proper to call to mind the note of time,
given on a previous occasion to the disciples as indicative of
our Lord’s coming: ‘Verily I say unto you, Ye shall not
have gome over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be
come’ (Matt. x. 23). Comparing this declaration with the
prediction before us (Matt. xxiv. 14), we may see the perfect
consistency of the two statements, and also the ¢ terminus ad
quem’ in both. In the one case it is the evangelisation of
the land of Israel, in the other, the evangelisation of the
Roman empire that is referred to as the precursor of the
Parousia. Both statements are true. It might well occupy
the space of a generation to carry the glad tidings into every
city in the land of Israel. The apostles had not too much
time for their home mission, though they had upon their
hands so vast a foreign mission. Obviously, we must take
the language employed by St. Paul, as well as by our Lord,
in & popular sense; and it would be unfair to press it to the
extremity of the letter. The wide diffusion of the gospel,
both in the land of Israel and throughout the Roman empire,
is sufficient to justify the prediction of our Lord.

Thus far then we have one continuous discourse, relating
to a particular event, and spoken of and to particular
persons. We find four signs, or sets of signs, which were to
portend the approach of the great catastrophe:

1. The appearance of false Christs and false prophets.

2. Great social disturbances and natural calamities and
convulsions.

8. Persecution of the disciples and apostasy of professed
believers.
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" 4. The general publication of the gospel throughout the

Roman empire.

This last sign especially betokened the near approach of

the ‘end.’

(b) Further indications of the approaching doom of Jeru-

salem.
Marr. xxiv. 16-23.

‘When ye therefore
shall see the abomination
of desolation, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place
(whoso readeth, let him
understand) : then let
them which be in Judea
flee into the mountains:
let him which is on the
housetop not come down
to take anything out of
his house : neither let him
which is in the field re-
turn back to take his
clothes.

‘And woe unto them
that are with child, and
to them that give suck
in those days! But pray
ye that your flight be not
in the winter, neither on
the sabbath day: for
then shall be great tribu-
lation, such as was not
since the beginning of the
world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be. And
except those days should
be shortened, there should
no flesh be saved : but for
the clect’s sake those days
shall be shortened.’

Mazx xiii. 14-20.

¢But when ye shall see
the abomination of deso-
lation, spoken of by Daniel
the prophet, standing
where it ought not (let
him that readeth under-
stand), then let them that
be in Judea flee to the
mountains: and let him
that is on the housetop
not go down into the
house, neither enter there-
in, to take anything out
of his house : and let him
that is in the field not
turn back again for to take
up his garment.

¢ But woe to them that
arewith child, and to them
that give suck in those
days! And pray ye that your
flight be not in the winter.
For in those days shall be
afliction, such as was not
from the beginning of the
creation which God created
unto this time, neither
shall be, And except that
the Lord had shortened
those days, no flesh should
be saved: but for the
elect’s sake, whom he hath
chosen, he hath shortaned
the days.’

Luxs xxi. 20-20.

¢ And when ye shall see
Jerusalem compassed with
armies, then know that
the desalation thereof is
nigh.

¢ Then let them which
are in Judea flee to the
mountains; and let them
which are in the midst
of it depart out; and let
not them that are in the
countries enter thereinto.
For these be the days of
vengeance, that all things
which are written may be
fulfilled.

¢ But woe unto them that
are with child, and to them
that give suck, in those
days! for there shall be
great distress in the land,
andwrath upon this people.
And they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and
shall be led away captive
into all nations ; and Jeru-
salem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles,
until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled.’

No argument is required to prove the strict and exclusive

reference of this section to Jerusalem and Judea.

Here we

can detect no trace of a double meaning, of primary and
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ulterior fulfilments, of underlying and typical senses. Every-
thing is national, local, and near :—* the land’ is the land of
Judea,—* this people’ is the people of Israel,—and the ¢ time’
the lifetime of the disciples,—* When YE therefore shall see.’

Most expositors find an allusion to the standards of the
Roman legions in the expression, ‘the abomination of desola-
tion,” and the explanation is highly probable. The eagles
were the objects of religious worship to the soldiers; and the
parallel passage in St. Luke is all but conclusive evidence
that this is the true meaning. We know from Josephus that
the attempt of a Roman general (Vitellius), in the reign of
Tiberius, to march his troops through Judea was resisted by
the Jewish authorities, on the ground that the idolatrous
images on their ensigns would be a profanation of the law.*
How much greater the profanation when those idolatrous em-
blems were displayed in full view of the temple and the Holy
City! This was the last token which portended that the hour of
doom for Jerusalem had come. Its appearance was to be the
signal to all in Judea to escape beyond the mountains [émi Ta
opn], for then would ensue & period of misery and horror
without a parallel in the annals of time.

That the ¢ great tribulation’ [OAwrs peydin] (Matt. xxiv. 21
has express reference to the dreadful calamities attending
the siege of Jerusalem, which bore with such peculiar severity
on the female sex, is too evident to be questioned. That
those calamities were literally unparalleled, can easily be
believed by all who have read the ghastly narrative in the
pages of Josephus. It is remarkable that the historian begins
his account of the Jewish war with the affirmation, ¢that
the aggregate of human woes from the beginning of the
world, would, in his opinion, be light in comparison with
those of the Jews.’ t

The following graphic description introduces the tragic
story of the wretched mother, whose horrible repast may

¢ Jos. Antiq. bk. xviii, c. v. § 3. 4 Traill’s Jos. Jewish War, pref. § 4.
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have been in our Saviour’s thoughts when he uttered the
words recorded in Matt. xxiv. 19:

¢ Incaleulable was the multitude of those who perished by famine in
the city, and beyond description the sufferings they endured. In every
house, if anywhere there appeared but the shadow of food, a conflict
ensued; those united by the tenderest ties fiercaly contending, and
snatching from one another the miserable supports of life. Nor were
even the dying allowed the eredit of being in want; nay, even those who
were just expiring the brigands would search, lest any, with food con-
cealed under a fold of his garment, should feign death. Gaping with
hunger, as maddened dogs, they went staggering to and fro and prowling
about, assailing the doors like drunken men, and in bewilderment rushing
into the same house twice or thrice in one hour. The cravings of nature
led them to gnaw anything, and what would be rejected by the very
filthiest of the brute ereation they were fain to collect and eat. Even
from their belts and shoes they were at length unable to refrain, and they
tore off and chewed the very leather of their shields. To some, wisps of
old hay served for food; for the fibres were gathered, and the smallest
quantities sold for four Attic pieces.

¢ But why speak of the famine as despising restraint in the use of things
inanimate, when I am about to state an instance of it to which, in the
history of Greeks or Barbarians, no parallel is to be found, and which is
as horrible to relate, as it is ineredible to hear? Gladly indeed would I
have omitted to mention the occurrence, lest I should be thought by future
generations to deal in the marvellous, had I not innumerable witnesses
among my contemporaries. I should, besides, pay my country but 8
cold compliment, were I to suppress the narration of the woes which
she actually suffered.’ ¢

That our Lord had in view the horrors which were to befall
the Jews in the siege, and not any subsequent events at the
end of time, is perfectly clear from the closing words of
ver. 21— No, nor ever shall be.’

(¢) The disciples warned against false prophets.

MarT. xxiv., 28-28. Marx xii. 21-23.

‘Then if any man ghall say unto| ¢And then if any man shall sayto
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; be- | you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is
lieve it not. For there shall arise false | there; believe him not: for falsé
Christs, and false prophets, and shall | Christs and false prophets shall rise,
shew great signs and wonders; in- [and shall show signs and wonders,

* Traill's Jos. Wars, bk. vi. c. vi. § 3,
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somuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect. Behold,
I have told you before. Wherefore

to seduce, if it were possible, even
the elect. But take ye heed: be-
hold, I have foretold you all things.’

if they shall say unto you, Behold,
heis in the desert; go not forth : be-
hold, he is in the secret chambers;
believe it not. For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be.
For wheresoever the carcase is, there
will the eagles be gathered together.

As yet we have found no break in the continuity of the
discourse,—not the faintest indication that any transition
has taken place to any other subject or any other period.
The narrative is perfectly homogeneous and consecutive, and
flows on without diverging to the right hand or to the left.

The same is equally true with respect to the section now
before us. The very first word is indicative of continuity
—*‘Then’ [ré7e]; and every succeeding word is plainly ad-
dressed to the disciples themselves, for their personal warn-
ing and guidance. It is clear that our Lord gives them
intimation of what would shortly come to pass, or at least
what they might live to witness with their own eyes. It is a
vivid representation of what actually occurred in the last
days of the Jewich commonwealth. The unhappy Jews, and
especially the people of Jerusalem, were buoyed up with false
hopes by the speeious impostors who infested the land and
brought ruin upon their miserable dupes. Such was the
infatuation produced by the boasting pretensfons of these
impostors, that, as we learn from Josephus, when the temple
was actually in flames a vast multitude of the deluded
people fell victims to their credulity. Theé Jewish historian
states : ‘

‘Of so great a multitude, not one escaped. Their destruction was
caused by a false prophet, who had on that day proclaimed to those
remaining in the city, that *God commanded them to go up to the
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temple, there to receive the signs of their deliverance.” There were at
this time many prophets suborned by the tyrans to delude the people, by
bidding them wait for help from God, in- order that there might be less
desertion, and that those who were above fear and control might be
encouraged by hope. Under calamities man readily yields to persuasion;
but when the deceiver pictures to him deliverance from pressing evils,
then the sufferer is wholly influenced by hope. Thus it was that the
impostors and pretended messengers of heaven at that time beguiled the
wretched people.’*

Our Lord forewarns His disciples that His coming to that
judgment-scene would be conspicuous and sudden as the
lightning-flash, which reveals itself and seems to be every-
where at the same moment. ¢For,’ He adds, ¢ wheresoever
the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered fogether;’
that is, wherever the guilty and devoted children of Israel
were found, there the destroying ministers of wrath, the
Roman legions, would overwhelm them.

THE PAROUSIA IN THE GOSPELS.

(d) The arrival of the ‘end,’ or the catastrophe of Jeru-

salem.

MaTT. x3iv. 20-81.

¢ Immediately after the
tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not
give her light, and the
stars shall fall from hea-
ven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken :

¢ And then shall appear
the s1gn of the Son of man
in heaven : and then shall
all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see
the Son of man coming in
the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.

¢ And he shall send his

Muzx xiii. 24, 27.

‘But in those days,
after that tribulation, the
sun shall be darkened,
and the moon shall not
give her light, and the
stars of heaven shall fall,
and the powers that are in
heaven shall be shaken.

¢ And then shall they see
the Son of man coming
in the clouds with great
power and glory.

¢ And then shall he send

Lukn xxi. 25-28.

‘And there shall be
signs in the sun,and in the
moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress
of nations, with perplexity;
the sea and the waves
roaring ; men's hearts fail-
ing them for fear, and for
looking after those things
which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.

¢ And then shall they see
the Son of man coming in
a cloud with power and
great glory. And when
these things begin to come
to pass, then look up,and
lift up your heads; foryour
redemption draweth nigh.’

¢ Traill's Jos, Jewish War, bk. vi. ¢. v. § 2.

.
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angels with a great sound | hisangels,and shall gather
of a trumpet, and they | together his elect from the
shall gather together his | four winds, from the utter-
elect from the four winds, | most part of the earth
from one end of heaven |to the uttermost part of
to the other.’ heaven.’

Here also the phraseology absolutely forbids the idea of
any transition from the subject in hand to another. There
is nothing to indicate that the scene has shifted, or a new
topic been introduced. The section before us connects itself
most distinctly with the ¢ great tribulation’ spoken of in
ver. 21 of Matt. xxiv., and it is inadmissible to suppose any
interval of time in the face of the adverb ‘immediately’
(évbéws Se]. But the scene of the °great tribulation’ is
undeniably_ Jerusalem and Judea (ver. 15, 16); so that mno
break in the subject of the discourse is allowable. Again, in

ver. 30, we read that ‘all the tribes of the land [mdca: ai -

¢vhai Tijs viis] shall mourn,’ referring evidently to the popu-
lation of the land of Judea; and nothing can be more forced
and unnatural than to make it include, as Lange does, all
the races and peoples’ of the globe. The restricted sense of
the word o5 [=land] in the New Testament is common ; and
when connected, as it is here, with the word ¢ tribes’ [puvai],
its limitation to the land of Israel is obvious. This is the
view adopted by Dr. Campbell and Moses Stuart, and it is
indeed self-evident. We find a similar expression in Zech.
xii. 12—¢All the families [tribes] of the land,’—where its
restricted sense is obvious and undisputed. The two pas-
sages are in fact exactly parallel, and nothing could be more
misleading than to understand the phrase as including ¢all
the races of the earth.’

The structure of the discourse, then, inflexibly resists the
supposition of a change of subject. Time, place, circum-
stances, all continue the same. It is therefore with un-
feigned wonder that we find Dean Alford commenting in the
following fashion : ¢ All the difficulty which this word [imme-
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diately—edféws] has been supposed to involve has arisen from
confounding the partial fulfilment of the prophecy with its
ultimate one. The important insertion of ver. 28, 24, in Luke
xxi. shows us that the “ tribulation” [OAiyris] includes dpyy év
7@ Nad TouTe (wrath mpon this people), which is yet being
inflicted, and the treading down of Jerusalem by the Gen-
tiles, still going on; and immediately after that tribulation,
which shall happen when the cup of Gentile iniquity is full,
and when the gospel shall have been preached in all the world
for a witness, and rejected by the Gentiles, shall the coming
of the Lord Himself happen. . . . (The expression in Mark
is equally indicative of a considerable interval—in those
days after that tribulation.) The fact of His coming and its
attendant circumstances being known to Him, but the exact
time unknown, He speaks without regard to the interval,
which would be employed in His waiting till all things are
put under His feet,” ete.*

It may be said that in this comment there are almost
as many errors as words. Indeed, it is not the explanation
of a prophecy so much as an independent prophecy of the
commentator himself. First, there is the groundless hypo-
thesis of a double sense, a partial and an ultimate fulfilment,
for which there is no foundation in the text, but which is a
mere arbitrary and gratuitous supposition. Next, we have a
¢ tribulation,’ not ‘shortened,’ as the Lord declares, but pro-
tracted, so as be ‘still going on’ in the present day. Then
the word * immediately’ is made to refer to a period not yet
come, 8o that between ver. 28 and ver. 29, where the un-
assisted eye can perceive no trace of any line of transition,
the critic intercalates an immense period of more than
eighteen centuries, with the possibility of an indefinite
duration in addition. Still further we have an implied
contradiction of St. Paul’s statement that the gospel was
preached ‘in all the world’ (Col. i. v. 28), and the assumption

* Bee Alf. Gr. Test. Matt, xxiv. 29,
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that the gospel is to be rejected by the Gentiles. Then the
commentator finds that St. Mark suggests a ¢ considerable
interval,” whereas he expressly says : ¢ In those very days after
that tribulation’ [év éxelvais Tais Nuépais perd mw ONAw
éceivny],—precluding the possibility of any interval at all;
and lastly we have what appears like an apology for the
ambiguity of the prediction, on the ground that our Lord,
not knowing the exact time when His coming would take
place, ‘ speaks without regard to the interval,’ ete.

It is obvious that if this is the way in which Scripture is
to be interpreted, the ordinary laws of exegesis must be
thrown aside as useless. He is the best interpreter who is
the boldest guesser. Is there any ancient book which a
grammarian would treat after this fashion? Would it not
be pronounced intolerable and uncritical if such liberties
were taken with Homer or Plato? Would it not have been
& mockery to propound such riddles to the disciples as an
answer fo their question, ‘When shall these things be ?’
What could they know of partial and ultimate fulfilments, and
double senses? and what effect could be produced in their
minds, but utter perplexity and bewilderment? We cannot
help protesting against such treatment of the words of
Seripture, as not only unscholarly and uneritical, but in
the highest degree presumptuous and irreverent,

But, it is answered, the character of our Lord’s language
in this passage necessitates its application to a grand and
awful catastrophe which is still future, and can be properly
understood of nothing less than the total dissolution of the
fabric of the universe, and the end of all things. How can
any one pretend, it is said, that the sun has been darkened,
that the moon has withdrawn her light, that the stars have
fallen from heaven, that the Son of man has been seen
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory ?
Did such phenomena occur at the destruction of Jerusalem,
or can they apply to anything else than the final consumma-
tion of all things ?
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To argue in this strain is to lose sight of the very nature
" and genius of prophecy. Symbol and metaphor belong fo
the grammar of prophecy, as every reader of the Old
Testament prophets must know. Is it not reasonable that
the doom of Jerusalem should be depicted in language as
glowing and rhetorical as the destruction of Babylon, or
Bozrah, or Tyre? How then does the prophet Isaiah de-
scribe the downfall of Babylon ?

¢Behold the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce
anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it. For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall
not give their light: the sun shall be darkencd in his going forth,
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. . .. I will shake
the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place’ (Isa. xiil.
9, 10, 18).

It will at once be seen that the imagery employed in this
passage i8 almost identical with that of our Lord. If these
symbols therefore were proper to represent the fall of Baby-
lon, why should they be improper to set forth a still greater
catastrophe—the destruction of Jerusa